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That's  exactly  what 
Britain's  chief  executives  do 
in  the  Trade  Press. 

According  to  re- 
search, 88%  get  most  of 
their  authoritative  infor- 
mation on  their  industries 
from  the  medium. 

Half  of  them  regularly 
read  at  least  five  trade 
journals. 

And  66%  of  these 
decision  makers  do  much 
of  their  reading  at  home. 

These  are  just  some  of 
the  findings  of  a  research 
study  into  the  Trade  Press 
commissioned  by  Benn  Pub- 
lications Limited,  publishers 
of  more  than  sixty  trade, 
technical  and  business 
magazines  and  directories. 


The  Ti ade  Press  in  Britain 


As  well  as  chief  execu- 
tives, we  talked  to  com- 
pany marketing  directors 
and  advertising  agents. 
Some  new  and  surprising 
facts  and  opinions 
emerged,  which  empha- 
sise the  need  for  a  fresh 
look  at  company  advertis- 
ing objectives  in  relation 
to  the  decision  makers 
who  read  the  Trade  Press. 

We've  published  the 
findings  of  this  research  in 
a  32-page  colour  report 
called 'The  Trade  Press  in 
Britain'. 
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If  you'd  like  to  read  all  about  it,  write  for  a  complimentary  copy  to 
the  Marketing  Services  Department,  Benn  Publications  Limited, 
25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3J A. 
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Comment 


Mixed  fortunes 

In  retrospect,  1977  seems  to  have  been  a  year  of  bitter 
debate  in  pharmacy,  yet  with  little  of  substance 
achieved— except  that  the  profession's  problems  have  been 
more  in  the  public  eye  than  ever  before  and  both 
Government  and  Parliament  as  a  whole  are  rather  better 
informed  of  the  need  to  ensure  the  survival  of  the 
pharmaceutical  service. 

The  year  began  with  a  certain  Dr  Adrian  Rogers  claiming 
in  the  Sunday  Times  that  pharmacists'  dispensing 
"monopoly"  is  harmful  to  patients.  Angry  correspondence 
naturally  followed  during  the  succeeding  weeks,  which 
cannot  have  been  conducive  to  a  conciliatory  atmosphere  in 
the  Clothier  Committee — which  took  until  this  month  to  reach 
a  compromise  solution.  In  the  interests  of  both  professions, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Clothier  proposals  will  meet  with  a 
more  enlightened  reception  by  dispensing  doctors  in  general 

To  all  subscribers,  advertisers 
and  contributors  C&D  wishes 

A  Happy  Christmas  and 
Prosperity  in  the  New  Year 

than  Dr  Rogers'  tirade  would  indicate.  Only  when  we  know 
the  answer  will  it  be  possible  to  count  Clothier  as  a  "plus"  in 
the  1977  account. 

February  saw  the  unhappy  appearance  of  pickets  outside 
pharmacies  using  Grunwick  film  processing  services.  This 
hardly  proved  good  publicity  for  the  ASTMS  recruitment 
drive  in  general  practice  pharmacy,  and  indeed  created 
some  internal  wrangling  within  the  GPP  section  itself. 
Perhaps  1978  will  be  the  year  in  which  the  section  comes 
clean  on  its  membership  figures— perhaps!  Meanwhile  the 
union  debate  has  moved  on  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee,  where  union  status  is  being 
examined  to  see  whether  it  could  provide  advantages. 

But  February  also  saw  the  official  opening  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  new  Lambeth  headquarters  by  HM 
The  Queen  Mother,  and  already  Bloomsbury  Square  and  its 
long  history  seem  but  a  fond  memory  for  many  pharmacists. 
Unfinished  business  at  the  Society  is  the  question  of 
restricted  titles  used  in  advertising.  Numark  put  this  back  on 
the  map  in  May— and  split  Council  clean  down  the  middle  on 
whether  "chemists"  should  remain  restricted— with  Unichem 
bringing  matters  to  a  head  in  September  with  the  title 
prominent  on  posters.  We  have  certainly  not  heard  the  last 
of  this  debate. 

1977  was  a  year  for  losing  seats — four  from  the  NPA 
Board  of  Management  and  three  from  the  Society's 
Council — while  the  leadership  of  most  of  the  representative 
bodies  also  changed.  Bob  Worby,  taking  over  at  PSNC, 
faced  the  greatest  challenge  with  the  Department  of  Health 
having  just  announced  its  intention  to  "recover"  £11  m  from 
contractors  as  a  result  of  the  stocks  holding  inquiry.  No 
decision  could  have  been  more  calculated  to  unite  general 
practice  pharmacy,  and  words  like  "sanctions"  were  soon  in 
the  air;  the  publicity  machines  swung  into  action  and  over 
250  MPs  signed  an  "early  day"  motion  in  support  of  the 
profession.  Whether  the  miserly  "concessions"  on  differential 
on-cost,  etc,  could  have  been  wrung  from  the  Department 
without  such  support  is  questionable.  Unfortunately, 
however,  full  use  has  not  been  made  of  the  unity  created  by 
the  attack  on  its  financial  survival.  To  capitalise  on  that  unity 
must  be  high  among  the  New  Year  resolutions  of  the 
profession's  leadership. 
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Musculo  skeletal  drugs 
show  highest  growth 


Drugs  acting  on  the  musculoskeletal  sys- 
tem showed  the  highest  growth  of  13 
categories  studied,  in  terms  of  purchases 
by  UK  chemists  in  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 1977. 

According  to  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Index  published  by  Inter- 
continental Medical  Statistics  Ltd,  this 
category  was  worth  £53.3  million  at  trade 


International 

anatomical  classification 

Alimentary  tract  &  metabolism 
Blood  &  blood  forming  organs 
Dermatologicals 
Genito-urinary  &  sex  hormones 
Systemic  hormones 
Systemic  anti-mfectives 
Central  nervous  system 
Parasitology 
Respiratory  system 
Sensory  organs 
Various 

All  prescription  medicines 


prices — a  growth  of  39  per  cent  over  the 
previous  year — and  accounted  for  20.1m 
prescription  items.  Drugs  acting  on  the 
cardiovascular  system  cost  £117. 7m — a 
38  per  cent  growth — and  accounted  for 
46.1m  prescription  items.  Other  changes 
are  shown  in  the  table. 

The  number  of  precription  items  was 


obtained  from  the  Medical  Data  Index, 
based  on  records  kept  by  a  representative 
sample  of  2,000  general  practitioners  each 
of  whom  co-operated  for  one  week  during 
the  year.  The  British  Pharmaceutical 
Index  is  based  on  purchase  documents 
supplied  by  a  regular  panel  of  600  retail 
pharmacies.  They  include  some  OTC  sale 
of  prescription  products. 


Prescription  items 

Chemist  purchases 

(millions) 

(Em)  (%  change) 

44.2 

76.7 

+  35 

9.5 

10.4 

+  12 

24.2 

32.2 

+  11 

15.2 

27.0 

+  29 

5.3 

6.0 

+  19 

50.4 

58.4 

+  16 

84.0 

95.7 

+  30 

1.4 

2.4 

+  5 

50.7 

63.5 

+  18 

8.1 

6.1 

+  20 

2.2 

6.5 

+  29 

361.4 

555.9 

+  28 

Salbutamol  report 
denied  by  Glaxo 

Reports  implying  that  salbutamol  is  cap- 
able of  causing  malignancies  and  that  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Administration  in  the 
USA  have  recommended  that  clinical 
trials  should  not  restart  there  are  "totally 


untrue"  say  the  Glaxo  Group.  They  did 
however  admit  that  their  licensee  in  the 
United  States,  Schering  Corporation,  had 
noted  benign  hyperplastic  growths  in  the 
smooth  muscle  of  the  ovaries  of  two 
strains  of  rats  following  prolonged  and 
heavy  systemic  dosage  with  salbutamol. 
Glaxo  say  that  there  is  no  evidence  that 
these  findings  can  be  extended  to  men  and 
that  there  is  no  report  of  malignancy 
associated  with  salbutamol.  Schering 
Corporation  have  withdrawn  their  appli- 
cation for  approval  of  salbutamol  by  the 
FDA  until  they  have  undertaken  further 
exhaustive  tests. 

DUMP  campaigns  better 
if  held  in  the  spring' 

The  quantity  of  medicines  returned  in  the 
north-east  London  area  during  the  recent 
DUMP  campaign  seemed  to  compare 
unfavourably  with  the  amounts  collected 
in  previous  campaigns. 

According  to  the  local  committee's 
report  published  recently,  a  total  col- 
lection of  250  kg  was  made  in  Redbridge 
and  Waltham  Forest,  but  this  total 
included  76kg  of  glass  bottles.  In  Barking 
and  Havering  120kg  of  returned  drugs 
and  30kg  of  glass  bottles  was  received.  It 
was  thought  there  would  have  been  a  bet- 
ter response  if  the  campaign  had  been  held 
in  the  spring  when  the  public  might  have 
turned  out  medicines  while  "spring- 
cleaning".  It  would  also  have  allowed 
more  time  to  plan  local  arrangements.  The 
committee  suggests  that,  in  future  cam- 
paigns, the  retail  pharmacist  signs  a  form 
on  the  collecting  bag  stating  that  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  no  dangerous  mat- 
erials are  present.  The  report  also  con- 
firms earlier  views  that  publicity  for  the 
campaign  was  unsatisfactory  (C&D, 
December  3,  p836). 

Prices  Minister  to  consider 
new  evidence  from  Sants 

A  meeting  was  held  last  week  between  Mr 
Gerald  Brooks,  managing  director  of 
Sants  Pharmaceutical  Distributors  Ltd, 
Mr  John  Fraser,  Minister  for  Prices  and 
Consumer  Protection,  and  Mr  Robert 
Cant,  MP  for  Stoke-on-Trent.  A  full  dis- 
cussion of  the  long-standing  dispute  bet- 
ween Sants  and  Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd  took 
place  and  new  evidence  was  presented  by 
Mr  Brooks. 

The  Minister  undertook  to  look  into  the 
matter  and  report  back  in  due  course. 

November  shows  further 
increase  for  Register 

For  the  second  month  running  there  was  a 
net  gain  of  pharmacies  on  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  Register  in 
November.  The  gain  was  six  pharmacies, 
13  opening  up  in  England,  three  of  which 
were  in  London,  and  10  pharmacies  clos- 
ing down.  In  Scotland  four  pharmacies 
opened  up  and  two  closed  down,  and  one 
opened  up  in  Wales. 


Mr  Tom  Lee  (left),  the  new  president  of  the  Ulster  Chemists'  Association,  being  congratulated 
by  his  predecessor,  Mr  Ivan  D.  McKee.  Mr  Lee  is  a  proprietor  pharmacist  in  Portadown  and 
has  been  a  member  of  UCA  executive  committee  since  1972.  His  objectives  are  to  maintain 
the  standards  of  the  past  presidents  and  to  resuscitate  UCA  branches. 
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More  training 
in  preventive 
health  sought 


Mrs  G.  Rossiter  (left), 
managing  director  of 
H.  Bromley  &  Co  Ltd, 
bids  farewell  to  Mr  A. 
K.  Collins  who  retired 
from  the  firm  after  17 
years'  service.  Mr  Col- 
lins was  the  firm's 
West  End  rep- 
resentative 


A  White  Paper  published  last  week 
recommends  that  prevention  should 
receive  greater  prominence  in  the  training 
of  professional  staff  in  the  National 
Health  Service. 

"Prevention  and  health"  (HM  Station- 
ery Office,  £1.60)  commits  the  Gov- 
ernment to  a  long-term  strategy  of 
actively  promoting  health  through 
increased  preventive  activities.  The  paper 
acknowledges  that  pharmacists  are  fre- 
quently consulted  about  minor  illnesses 
and  other  health  matters  "and  knowledge 
of  the  action  of  medicines,  the  risks  of 
over-medication  and  the  mis-use  of 
medicines  form  part  of  their  training".  It 
adds  that  "those  who  meet  patients  in  a 
one-to-one  situation  should  be  provided 
with  the  necessary  facilities  and  training 
for  offering  sound  advice." 

Government  conclusions 

The  White  Paper  gives  the  Gov- 
ernment's conclusions  on  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  social  services  and 
employment  subcommittee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  Expenditure  Committee 
which  began  a  special  inquiry  into  pre- 
ventive medicine  in  November  1975.  The 
Government  accepts: 

□  The  establishment  of  more  health 
centres  and  their  use  as  a  base  for  medical 
team-work. 

□  Strenuous  efforts  should  be  made  to 
improve  the  ratio  of  health  visitors  to 
population. 

□  The  Secretary  of  State  should  encour- 
age all  those  within  the  NHS,  especially 
family  doctors,  to  emphasise  to  the  public 
the  importance  of  vaccination  and  immun- 
isation and  to  convince  them  that  it  is 
necessary.  If  damage  to  health  results 
there  should  be  prompt  and  vigorous 
investigation. 

The  Government  accepted  "with  reser- 
vations" that  more  resources  should  be 
devoted  to  an  intensive  campaign  of  den- 
tal health  education,  particularly  in 
schools,  but  also  for  the  public  at  large. 

The  White  Paper  supports  screening  to 
detect  illness  but  only  when  the  disease 
can  be  effectively  treated  and  where  early 
detection  makes  successful  treatment 
more  likely.  To  be  most  effective,  screen- 
ing should  be  concentrated  on  high  risk 
groups.  Widespread  screening  of  large 
numbers  of  the  middle-aged  is  not 
regarded  as  practicable. 

The  Government  is  seeking  Common 


Market  agreement  for  an  additional  tax  on 
high  tar  cigarettes. 

Scholl  take  High  Court 
infringement  proceedings 

Scholl  (UK)  Ltd  have  taken  proceedings 
in  the  High  Court  against  Alan  Shoes  Ltd 
and  Tarantino  Shoes  Ltd  for  infringement 
of  Scholl  trade  marks  and  for  passing-off. 

Pending  trial,  undertakings  have  been 
given  to  the  High  Court  by  those  two 
companies  not  to  infringe  Scholl  trade 
marks  numbers  860,  615  and  958,  496  nor 
to  pass-off  footwear  not  of  Scholl's  man- 
ufacture or  merchandise  under  the  names 
"Skol",  "Scholls",  or  "Shol"  or  any  other 
name  so  closely  resembling  the  name 
"Scholl"  as  to  be  likely  to  deceive  or  cause 
confusion.  They  have  also  undertaken  not 
to  use  a  "get-up"  comprising  any  of  these 
names  in  white  within  a  blue  oval  or  a 
yellow  background  and  a  box  coloured 
yellow,  white  and  blue,  or  any  other 
"get-up"  so  closely  resembling  the  "get- 
up"  used  by  Scholl  (UK)  Ltd  as  to  be 
likely  to  deceive  or  cause  confusion. 

Scholl  (UK)  Ltd  intend  to  take  what- 
ever action  may  be  necessary  against  any 
other  person  or  company  dealing  in  non- 
genuine  footwear  in  any  manner  which 
amounts  to  an  infringement  of  the  Scholl 
trade  marks  or  a  passing-off. 

Acne  helped  by  'pill' 
with  more  oestrogen 

Oestrogens  have  been  found  to  suppress 
sebaceous  gland  activity  and  thereby 
improve  acne.  Workers  in  Bristol  found 
that  50  meg  ethinyloestradiol  with  lmg 
norethisterone  acetate  (Minovlar) 
reduced  sebaceous  excretion  rate  (SER) 
whereas  with  Gynovlar.  containing  3mg  of 
the  progestogen,  this  reduction  was  not 
seen. 

These  results,  published  in  last  week's 
British  Medical  Journal,  indicated  that 
progestogens  do  not  exacerbate  acne  by 
inducing  seborrhoea  but  antagonise  the 
beneficial  effects  of  oestrogens.  There  was 
no  increase  in  SER  in  women  taking  the 
more  progestogenic  Eugynar  30,  but 


women  taking  Ovran  50,  which  contains 
the  same  progestogen  but  more  oes- 
trogen, had  a  lower  SER.  The  authors 
suggest  that  women  who  are  prone  to  acne 
should  be  given  a  preparation,  if  possible, 
with  a  predominantly  oestrogenic  effect. 

No  more  smallpox 
in  Bangladesh 

Bangladesh  has  been  declared  free  of 
smallpox  by  an  international  commission. 
The  most  severe  form  of  smallpox,  variola 
major,  has  now  been  eradicated  in  Asia 
and  worldwide.  The  last  recorded  case  in 
Bangladesh  was  a  3-year-old  girl  iden- 
tified in  October  1975. 

Once  human-to-human  transmission  of 
smallpox  has  been  stopped  it  is  thought 
that  outbreaks  will  not  occur  as  a  result  of 
spread  from  an  animal  reservoir  or  from 
old  scabs.  However  the  greatest  risk  of 
recurrence  is  infection  in  a  virological 
laboratory  as  happened  in  London  in 
1973. 

Back  to  the  days  of 
the  cure-alls' 

There  is  a  gradual  move  from  specific 
remedies  for  minor  ailment  to  "all- 
purpose"  remedies,  according  to  a  recent 
survey  on  home  medication  conducted  by 
NOP  Market  Research  Ltd.  The  survey 
says  cold  capsules  and  powders  are  just  as 
likely  to  be  used  for  sore  throats,  coughs 
and  catarrh  as  for  colds.  For  this  reason, 
although  the  number  of  headaches  suf- 
fered has  declined,  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  use  of  aspirin  and  other 
analgesics.  Use  of  liver  salts  and  fruit  salts 
has  declined  in  line  with  the  decrease  in 
gastric  complaints. 

The  survey  also  showed  that  the  British 
male  is  healthier  and  more  energetic  than 
the  female.  When  questioned  51  percent 
of  the  male  population  were  not  suffering 
from  colds,  sore  throats,  boils,  hayfever  or 
any  other  of  the  19  minor  ailments 
whereas  66  per  cent  of  the  females  had 
had  at  least  one  during  the  last  month. 
Twice  as  many  women  as  men  aged  bet- 
ween 25  and  50,  experienced  "lack  of 
energy." 
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Hollow  echoes 

Mr  Thomas  of  Holyhead  is  attempting 
some  amusing  mental  acrobatics  (C&D, 
December  10,  p371).  We  must  be  paid 
100  per  cent  by  the  NHS  for  all  of  the  time 
the  pharmacist  is  present,  he  states.  We 
must  have  more  profit  per  prescription,  he 
emphasises.  We  must  have  discount 
abolished,  he  stipulates.  How  triumphant 
the  sounds — how  hollow  the  echoes.  Sadly 
his  pleas  are  those  of  someone  filled  with 
disillusionment — a  triumph  of  frail  hope 
over  actual  experience.  I  do  hope  it  will 
not  come  as  too  much  of  a  shock  to  Mr 
Thomas  to  learn  that  what  he  is  saying 
now,  my  colleagues  and  I  on  the  Phar- 
maceutical Services  Negotiating  Com- 
mittee have  not  only  been  saying  for  years, 
but  have  been  badgering  the  Government 
to  implement.  Nonetheless,  it  is  a  matter 
of  some  consolation  that  such  news  has 
now  filtered  through  to  Holyhead! 

But,  who  is  the  "we"  and  how  do  we 
achieve  the  "must"?  Experience  dulls  the 
edges  of  all  our  dogma  and  the  "we" 
means  only  a  few  handfuls  of  us  and  the 
"must"  is  a  figment  of  his  imagination. 

Worlds  apart 

There  is  a  whole  world  of  difference  bet- 
ween the  vague  theoretical  ideals  of  Mr 
Thomas  and  the  harsh  practical  realities  of 
negotiating.  His  assertion  that  by  becom- 
ing a  trade  union  PSNC  would  escape  the 
consequences  of  law,  is  I  am  afraid  incor- 
rect. That  such  action  would  be  immoral 
and  unethical  shows  only  his  state  of  men- 
tal confusion.  The  legality  and  advantages 
of  becoming  a  trade  union  are  now  well 
documented  and  indeed  were  well  spelt 
out  by  the  C&D's  Comment  (November 
19)  and  my  own  letters  published  on  the 
subject.  Where  the  immorality  and 
unethical  nature  of  things  does  become 
apparent  is  when  the  Secretary  of  State 
unilaterally  and  arbitrarily  decides  to 
reduce  our  income  by  £6  million  provided 
we  behave  like  puppets  on  a  string,  or  take 
away  from  us  £1  lm  if  we  seek  to  govern 
our  own  affairs.  He  totally  ignores  our 
justified  claims  for  new  additional  money 
which  is  absolutely  essential.  All  this  at  a 
time  when  virtually  every  other  gov- 
ernment contractor  has  received  a  40  per 
cent  increase  in  profit  on  capital 
employed. 

Is  there  a  pharmacist  anywhere  in  the 
country  brave  enough  to  stand  up  and  say 
"Never  in  future  will  any  government  be 
allowed  to  treat  us  like  this  again"?  Is 
there  a  pharmacist  anywhere  confident 
enough  to  say  "Never  in  future  will  any 
government  be  allowed  to  impose  further 


cuts"?  Make  no  mistake,  what  we  are  hav- 
ing to  endure  now  is  only  the  first  fore- 
taste, the  first  sip  of  an  increasingly  bitter 
cup  which  will  be  preferred  to  us  year  by 
year  unless  we  take  a  firm  stand. 

Successive  governments  have  argued  on 
every  occasion  when  industrial  action  is 
threatened  that  all  the  parties  concerned 
in  the  dispute  should  get  round  a  table  and 
thrash  things  out  before  even  thinking 
about  taking  industrial  action.  That  is  pre- 
cisely what  motivates  me — and  clearly  the 
October  conference,  to  seek  registration 
of  the  PSNC  as  a  trade  union.  That  soon 
we  shall  have  the  basic  human  right  to 
have  a  fair  hearing,  the  basic  human  right 
to  independent  arbitration.  The  British 
Medical  Association  has  realised  this  basic 
need  for  some  years  now,  and  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  doctor  having  even  the 
slightest  tinge  of  regret. 

One  final  word  to  Mr  Thomas.  You  can 
cure  a  child  of  biting  his  nails  simply  by 
kicking  his  teeth  out.  His  remarks  about 
the  PSNC  having  gone  on  holiday  since 
the  conference  are  just  about  as  useful  a 
remedy.  All  of  us  on  the  Com- 
mittee —  through  all  our  dis- 
agreements— have  but  one  constant  aim 
which  is  to  have  the  real  backing  of  every 
chemist  in  our  battle  to  improve  the  qual- 
ity of  our  livelihoods  within  the  pro- 
fession. G.  Urwin 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

Revlon's  marketing  policy 

With  reference  to  article  (C&D,  p744)  to 
admit  the  Revlon  policy  in  the  past  has 
sometimes  made  it  difficult  for  the  retailer 
is  I  am  sure,  the  biggest  understatement  of 
the  cosmetic  year! 

There  must  be  pharmacists  who  experi- 
enced anguish  and  frustration  following 
the  last  Revlon  foray  into  wider  dis- 
tribution. For  the  would-be  Revloner 
there  is  a  prospect  of  that  American 
approach,  the  six  monthly  promotion  par- 
cels scheme  where  stockists  have  to  take 
above  a  certain  percentage  of  the  yearly 
promotions  to  retain  the  agency.  I  would 
strongly  advise  careful  reading  of  the 
small  type  on  the  agreement  form,  history 
has  a  nasty  habit  of  repeating  itself. 

Disillusioned 

A  spokesman  for  Revlon  International 
Corporation  told  C&D:  "We  will  only 
extend  distribution  when  we  are  satisfied 
that  this  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  our 
products  are  available  in  the  right  number 
of  retail  outlets,  throughout  all  of  the  sales 
regions  in  the  country,  to  meet  consumer 
demand.  Since  1970,  Revlon's  market 
share  of  total  industry  sales  has  risen  sig- 
nificantly and  we  estimate  that  we  are  now 
reaching  more  than  four  times  the  number 
of  consumers.  As  a  measure  of  this  we 
continue  to  receive  many  requests  from 
retailers  seeking  to  open  a  Revlon  agency. 

"Our  agency  agreement  is  clearly 
printed  and  set  out  and  does  not,  in  our 
view,  contain  any  misleading  small  print. 
We  present  to  our  retailers  a  six-monthly 
programme  of  new  products  and  prom- 
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otions  which  we  believe  gives  them  a 
excellent  opportunity  to  understand  ou 
strategy  for  each  franchise,  to  plan  thei 
investment  and  their  merchandisin 
requirements.  In  return  for  a  retailer' 
merchandising  support,  we  make  an 
stock  adjustments  that  may  be  required  a 
the  end  of  the  promotional  period,  whici 
is  usually  six  months,  as  part  of  our  norm^ 
stock  control  policy. 

"We  believe  that  our  relationship  witl 
all  of  our  agencies  is  based  on  the  bes 
possible  motive,  namely  that  the  increas 
ing  demand  for  our  products  will  helj 
retailers  to  build  extra  turn-over  and  pro 
fit." 

Appreciated 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  tell  you  that  I  air 
retiring  from  pharmacy. 

Your  lists  have  always  been  very  helpfu 
to  me.  Many  thanks  for  your  very  usefu 
services.  L.L.H. 


Henry  K.  Forster,  a  director  of  Wella  (GB)  Ltd 
and  chairman  and  managing  director  of  E.M.B 
Manufacturing  Co  Ltd,  is  accompanied  by  his 
wife  as  he  leaves  Buckingham  Palace  after 
receiving  the  MBE  which  he  was  awarded  in 
the  Queen's  Jubilee  Birthday  honours  list 


Rims 

Progestogens  in  Hormone 
Replacement  Therapy 

Schering  Chemicals  Ltd  Educational 
Services,  Burgess  Hill,  West  Sussex 
RH15  9NE.  16  mm. 

This  film  was  made  immediately  after  a  I 
gynaecological  conference  held  at  Sussex  I 
University  last  September,  on  the  role  of  I 
progestogens  in  the  menopause.  Professor  I 
Stuart  Campbell,  King's  College  Hospital,  I 
London,  and  Professor  Max  Elstein,  Man-  I 
Chester  University,  express  their  views  in  I 
response  to  questions  from  Dr  David  I 
Delvin.  The  main  issue  discussed  is  the  I 
possible  link  between  oestrogen  therapy  I 
and  endometrial  cancer  and  the  part  eye-  I 
lically  administered  progestogens  can  play  I 
in  reducing  this  risk. 
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People 


Mr  Stanley  Harries,  MPS,  is  to  retire  from 
the  pharmacy  he  has  run  at  53  Surbiton 
Road,  Kingston,  Surrey,  since  1960.  On 
January  3,  1978,  the  business  will  be  taken 
over  by  Mr  Stewart  Kipling,  MPS,  a  sec- 
ond cousin  of  Rudyard  Kipling.  Mr 
Stewart  Kipling  was  formerly  marketing 
consultant.  Intercontinental  Medical 
Statistics  Ltd,  for  whom  he  will  still  act  in 
an  advisory  capacity. 
Mr  R.  D.  Smart,  commercial  director  of 
Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd,  attended  Buck- 
ingham Palace  last  week  (Tuesday,  6th 
December)  for  his  investiture  with  the 
insignia  of  Commander  of  the  Order  of 
the  British  Empire.  Mr  Smart's  award,  for 
services  to  export,  was  announced  in  the 
Queen's  joint  Silver  Jubilee  and  Birthday 
Honours  List  in  June. 
Dr  Edward  B.  Lewis  and  Dr  William  G. 
A.  Riddle  are  to  join  the  Association  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry's 
code  of  practice  Committee  which 
administers  a  code  of  practice  relating  to 
the  marketing  of  prescription  medicines. 
Dr  Lewis  is  a  consultant  anaesthetist  from 
Kent  and  Dr  Riddle  a  general  practitioner 
from  Durham. 

News  in  brief 

□  The  Spanish  government  has  decided 
to  lift  the  ban  on  the  sale  and  advertising 
of  contraceptives,  imposed  by  General 
Franco. 

□  Chemist  and  appliance  suppliers  in 
Northern  Ireland  dispensed  during  Sep- 
tember 1,023,132  prescriptions  (634,418 
forms)  at  a  cost  of  £2,232,709  rep- 
resenting a  cost  of  £1.47  per  prescription. 

[J  The  Singapore  government  have 
waived  the  need  for  product,  wholesale 
dealer's,  import  and  manufacturer's 
licences  for  all  medicinal  products  in  view 
of  the  difficulties  encountered  by  traders 
and  manufacturers  in  complying  with  the 
Medicines  Act  1975.  However,  other  sec- 
tions of  the  Act  are  still  being  enforced. 

□  The  Government's  Work  Experience 
Programme  is  leading  to  permanent 
employment  for  a  high  percentage  of  job- 
less youngsters  who  take  part,  according 
to  Mr  Albert  Booth,  Secretary  for 
Employment.  A  survey  has  shown  that  72 
per  cent  of  16-18  year-olds  in  a  sample 
survey  had  got  permanent  jobs  after  tak- 
ing part  in  the  scheme. 

□  The  Government  has  published  "A 
guide  to  voluntary  waste  collection" 
(available  from  National  Anti-Waste 
Programme,  Freepost,  London  SW1) 
designed  to  give  voluntary  groups  the 
advice  they  need  on  organising  collections 
schemes.  It  deals  with  the  potential  for 
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A  milli 


It  does  not  seem  very  long,  in  retrospect,  since  we  were  required  to  produce 
coupons  for  footwear,  clothes,  confectionery,  soap  and  sundry  other  necessities  of 
life.  That  was  regarded  as  a  fair  method  of  distribution  of  the  scarcity  of 
commodities  brought  about  by  the  impact  of  total  war.  And  it  will  be  recalled  by 
many  that  the  cessation  of  hostilities  did  not  provide  immediate  abundance  and 
that  coupons  only  gradually  disappeared  from  the  daily  scene. 

There  was  much  political  capital  to  be  made  out  of  setting  the  people  free,  and 
great  jubilation  when  all  goods,  of  whatever  description,  could  be  purchased 
without  restraint — beyond,  that  is,  their  availability.  That  seems  to  be  a  perpetual 
state  of  affairs,  despite  modern  marvels  of  production. 

But  the  jubilation,  so  far  as  the  retailer  was  concerned,  was  short-lived,  for 
almost  immediately  coupons  of  another  sort  made  their  appearance,  in  such 
quantity  and  such  variety  as  to  introduce  a  novel  form  of  currency:  nothing  that 
those  issuing  the  coupons  laid  down  about  their  being  only  acceptable  against 
particular  purchases  made  the  slightest  difference. 

Now  I  read  on  p  891  that  a  million  money-off  coupons  with  an  average  face 
value  of  5.7p  were  "redeemed"  in  1976  through  the  Coupex  department  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association.  That  is  described  as  a  new  record.  The 
statement  goes  on  to  say  that,  on  average,  over  £1,000  each  week  was  paid  to 
members,  often  by  return  of  post,  and  that  is  commendable  if,  at  the  same  time,  a 
curious  dissipation  of  energy.  One  wonders  how  many  millions  were  involved, 
taken  as  a  whole  in  the  country,  in  the  process  of  redemption,  and  if  the  consumer 
would  be  any  worse  off  if  there  was  an  all-round  campaign  to  reduce  prices.  But 
that  might  simply  widen  the  field  of  make-believe  already  with  us  in  the  money-off, 
special-offer  pretence. 


Season's  greetings 


Although  I  have  been  unsuccessful  so  far  in  finding  my  niche  in  the  modern 
world — for  various  reasons,  not  the  least  of  which  is  connected  with  the  year  of  my 
birth — I  would  like  to  extend  personal  Christmas  greetings  to  all  those  friendly 
people  to  whom  intending  and  aspiring  executives  address  their  applications.  Over 
the  past  week  there  have  been  Chris,  Kevin,  Phil,  Mike,  Tony,  Geoff  and 
Wendy — as  nice  a  lot,  I  feel  sure,  as  you  would  meet  in  a  day  s  march.  I  raise  my 
glass  to  them. 


Recognising  medicines 


I  have  been  taken  to  task  by  no  less  a  personage  than  an  area  pharmaceutical 
officer.  Mr  E.  R.  Tallett  is  alarmed  by  the  implications  of  a  paragraph  in  this  column 
on  November  26  (p  811).  I  had  expressed  argument  with  those  who  thought  that 
geriatric  patients  who  had  previously  identified  their  medicines  in  transparent 
containers  would  not  be  able  to  do  so  when  amber  containers  were  used,  and  I 
said  that  the  same  problem  affected  the  pharmacist  in  checking  prescriptions.  Mr 
Tallett  says  that  observing  the  physical  appearance  of  a  medicine  is  no  way  to 
identify  it.  I  agree,  but  I  would  not  despise  any  confirmation  test — and  appearance 
is  one  such. 


waste  paper,  scrap  metals,  textiles,  sump 
oil,  glass  and  plastics. 

□  The  Chemviron  Award — $5,000  plus 
medal  and  certificate — is  given  annually 
for '  outstanding  work  in  the  physical- 
chemical  treatment  of  water  relating  to 
environmental  health.  Submissions  and 
correspondence  to  Professor  L.  G.  Nagy, 
Chemviron,  Chaussee  de  Waterloo  1 135, 
B-1180  Brussels,  Belgium. 


PATA  council  for  1978 

There  was  no  contest  in  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association  council  elec- 
tion for  1978.  The  following  were 
returned  unopposed: 

Manufacturers'  section— Miles 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Nicholas  Laboratories 
Ltd;  Wholesale  section- Ay  rXon,  Saunders 
&  Co  Ltd,  E.  H.  Butler  &  Son  Ltd;  Retail 
section-R.  Anderson,  D.  L.  Coleman. 
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in  each  special  pack  of  ■ 

WILKINSON  nw 

Normal  conients4  twin  blades.  Special  packsCONTAIN  5  BLADES 


More  space  for  Epanutin 

Epanutin  suspension,  500  ml,  is  now  sup- 
plied in  a  larger  volume  amber  glass  bot- 
tle, say  Parke,  Davis  &  Co,  Usk  Road, 
Pontypool,  Gwent.  It  is  hoped  the 
increased  value  will  aid  shaking  and  there- 
tore  dispersion  of  the  suspension. 

Wellcome  pack  changes 

Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd,  Temple  Hill, 
Dartford,  Kent,  say  that  the  125  ml  pack 
of  Antepar  elixir  has  been  replaced  by  a 
100  ml  pack  (£0.80  trade);  the  3  x  1  ml 
pack  of  typhus  vaccine  has  been  deleted 
and  a  2  x  1  ml  pack  added  (£5.49  trade). 

Intensive  Care  burst 

A  winter  television  campaign  for  Vaseline 
Intensive  Care  lotion  begins  on  December 
27  and  will  be  seen  nationally  for  four 
weeks.  Chesebrough-Pond's  Ltd,  Victoria 
Road,  London  N  W 1 0  6N  A,  are  also  offer- 
ing trade  discounts  on  this  product  during 
the  advertising  period. 

Nielsen  demonstrate  benefits 

A  new  series  of  factual  case  studies  from 
A.  C.  Nielsen  Co  Ltd,  Nielsen  House, 
Headington,  Oxford  OX3  9RX,  called 
"Research  in  action"  aim  to  demonstrate 
how  retailers  can  benefit  from  shop  audit 
research.  The  studies  illustrate  some  of 
the  many  uses  to  which  Nielsen  data  can 
be  put  and  also  how  the  results  of  action, 
both  innovative  and  corrective,  taken  as  a 
result  of  the  information  benefit 
wholesalers  and  retailers  by  increasing 
sales  to  their  customers.  In  the  case  of 
Elida  Gibbs,  instance  Nielsen,  the  deci- 
sion to  enter  the  male  toiletries  market 
followed  a  test  market  operation  which 
measured  the  extent  of  seasonal  activity  in 
the  market,  provided  an  insight  into  com- 
petitors' strategies  and  led  to  the 
development  of  a  range  of  gift  packs  in 
line  with  consumer  preferences.  Other 
case  studies  demonstrate  how  research  led 
to  other  marketing  decisions  such  as  the 
"revitalising"  of  Mentholyptus. 

Wilkinson's  twin  blade  offer 

Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd,  Sword  House, 
High  Wycombe,  Bucks  HP13  6EJ,  are 
offering  a  "free  extra  blade"  promotion 
beginning  in  January  prior  to  further  tele- 
vision advertising  in  1 978.  This  promotion 
follows  the  relaunch  of  the  Wilkinson  II 
blades,  and  all  packs  normally  holding 
four  twin  blades  will  contain  five  during 
the  offer  period.  Packs  distributed  at  this 
time  will  be  flashed  with  the  offer.  Point  of 
sale  material  will  also  be  available. 


Max  Factor  offers 

Max  Factor  Ltd,  16  Old  Bond  Street, 
London,  W1A  3AH,  are  currently  pre- 
senting three  special  offers  and  double 
sizes  of  selected  skin  care  products. 
Comb-on  mascara  and  brush  tip  mascara 
wand  are  being  offered  with  a  lOp  reduc- 
tion, at  £0.77  and  £0.65  respectively,  and 
eye  make-up  remover  pads  are  also  being 
offered  at  lOp  off,  at  £0.65.  The  six  most 
popular  shades  of  lipstick  will  be  on  offer 
at  £0.52,  a  saving  of  15p.  Max  Factor 
astringent.  Satin  Flow,  skin  freshener, 
Satin  moisturiser,  cleansing  cold  cream, 
invisible  foundation  in  a  tube,  six  shades 
of  Sheer  Genius  and  Pan-stick  will  all  be 
available  at  20p  off  the  normal  price,  and 
double  sizes  of  Satin  Flow,  astringent,  skin 
freshener  and  Satin  moisturiser  are  all 
offered  at  normal  size  retail  prices.  All 
offers  are  available  while  stocks  last 
throughout  the  UK  and  Ireland. 

Neutrogena  distribution 

Farillon  Ltd,  Bryant  Avenue,  Romford 
RM3  OPJ,  have  been  appointed  exclusive 
distributors  on  behalf  of  Neutrogena 
(UK)  Ltd  for  Neutrogena  transparent 
soap  and  shampoo. 

One  pack  of  Piriton  Spandets 

From  January  3,  1978,  packs  of  25  and 
250  Piriton  Spandets  will  be  replaced  by  a 
printed  Securitainer  containing  100 
Spandets  (£1.60  trade).  Allen  &  Harburys 
Ltd,  Bethnal  Green,  London  E2  6LA,  say 
that  no  exchange  of  stocks  of  25  and  250 
packs  is  proposed. 

Unichem's  bargains 

Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden, 
Surrey,  are  offering  members  discounts  on 
the  following  between  January  10  and  27: 
SR  toothpaste,  Supersoft  hairspray,  Tufty 
Tails,  Radox  liquid,  Alberto  Balsam  con- 
ditioner, Kolex  Simplicity  and  Copac 
vials.  Unichem  offers  to  non-members 
are:  Alberto  Get  Set  hairspray,  Batiste 
dry  shampoo  and  shampoo,  Camay  soap, 
bath  and  family,  Crest  toothpaste,  Elas- 
toplast  Airstrip,  medium  and  family,  Elas- 
toplast  stretch  fabric,  medium  and  family, 
Elseve  shampoo,  Balsam,  Volume  and 
Frequence  and  200ml  Frequence,  Fairy 
toilet  soap,  bath  and  family,  Famel  Orig- 
inal, Halls  Mentholyptus  Original,  Honey 
and  Lemon,  Blackcurrant  and  extra 
strong,  Head  and  Shoulders  cream,  large 
and  lotion,  large,  family  and  super  and, 
Johnson's  baby  powder,  227g,  298g  and 


454g  and  baby  lotion  and,  cotton  buds, 
60's  and  100's.  Lanacane  medicated 
cream,  Libresse  10's  and  20's,  Matey, 
Pearl  Drops  25cc  and  50cc,  regular  and 
spearmint,  Pharmaton  30's,  Recital  hair 
colourant  (all  variants),  and  super  blond 
lightener,  Setlers,  standard,  large  and 
rolls,  Vaseline  Intensive  Care  lotion  90g, 
185g,  regular,  herbal  and  hand  cream, 
50ml  tube,  105ml  jar,  Wilkinson  Sword 
double  edge  blades  5's  and  bonded  blades 
5's  Plus  a  mid-month  special  offer  on  Cow 
and  Gate  and  Milapa  baby  foods. 

Rusks  at  bedtime 

Last  year's  bedtime  storybook  promotion 
from  Farley  Health  Products,  Torr  Lane, 
Plymouth,  Devon  PL3  5UA,  is  being 
repeated  this  year  and  will  continue  until 
next  February.  The  64  page  hardback 
entitled,  "Sleep  tight,  sweet  dreams"  was 
compiled  from  the  25  best  of  5,000  entries 
received  for  a  bedtime  story  competition 
featured  on  rusk  packs.  The  offer  is 
flashed  on  packs  of  Farley's  rusks  and  the 
book  is  available  for  £1.25  from  bedtime 
storybook  offer,  St  George's  Training 
Centre,  George  Place,  Stonehouse,  Ply- 
mouth PL1  3NY. 


on  TV 

next  week 


Ln — London.  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y— Yorkshire;  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So— South;  NE— North-east;  A— Anglia; 
U— Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island. 

From  December  24  to  December  30 

Beechams  Powders:  All  except  E 

Galloways:  Ln,  So,  A 

Head  &  Shoulders:  All  except  E 

Liqufruta:  All  except  Sc,  U,  B,  G,  E, 

Mac  lozenges:  Ln 

Night  Nurse:  All  except  E 

Ralgex:  All  except  So,  U,  E,  CI 

Setlers:  All  except  E 

Vaseline  petroleum  jelly:  All  except 

E,  CI 

Vaseline  Intensive  Care  lotion: 

except  U,  E,  CI 
Vitarich:  Lc 

Wright's  soaps:  All  except  U,  E 


U, 

All  I 


From  December  31  to  January  6 

Galloways:  Ln,  So,  A 

Hacks:  Ln,  Lc,  So 

Liqufruta:  All  except  Sc,  U,  B,  G,  E, 

Mac  lozenges:  Ln 

Night  Nurse:  All  except  E 

Odor  Eaters:  All  except  E 

Poligrip:  All  except  Ln 

Ralgex:  All  except  So,  U,  E,  CI 

Setlers:  All  except  E 

Vaseline  petroleum  jelly:  All  except 

E,  CI 

Vaseline  Intensive  Care  lotion: 

except  U,  E,  CI 
Vitarich:  Lc 

Wright's  soaps:  All  except  U,  E 


CI  I 


U, 
All 


I 
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Self-focussing  camera  to  be 
launched  next  spring 


"The  first  camera  in  the  world  that  can 
focus  itself"  is  to  be  launched  in  the  UK  in 
May  1 978,  bringing  to  an  end  for  users  the 
hazard  of  blurred  pictures  due  to  bad 
focussing. 

The  camera  will  be  the  Konica  C35AF 
and  is  expected  to  cost  around  £  1 30-£  150 
(depending  on  currency  fluctuations).  Its 
focussing  action  depends  upon  reflecting 
two  images  of  the  view  through  a  com- 
puter control,  one  image  being  via  a  fixed 
mirror  and  the  other  via  a  mirror  which 
moves  as  the  lens  focusses.  When  the  con- 
trast of  the  two  images  is  identical  the 
shutter  is  fired — and  the  whole  sequence 
is  over  in  the  time  it  takes  to  depress  the 
shutter  release.  The  effectiveness  was 
recently  demonstrated  to  the  photo- 
graphic Press  by  projecting  the  image  of  a 
focussing  screen  placed  in  the  film  plane 
back  through  the  camera  lens  onto  a  white 
screen  held  by  the  "subject" — it  proved 
sharp  every  time,  even  when  the  subject 
was  lit  only  by  a  candle.  Closest  subject 
distance  is  1.1  metres. 

The  Konica  C35  AF  is  a  compact  35  mm 
camera  with  built-in  flash,  f/2-8  four- 
element  lens  and  automatic  exposure  con- 
trol. This  with  almost  all  camera  oper- 
ations made  "automatic"  for  the  first 
time,  the  user  is  free  to  concentrate  on 
picture  composition. 


The  makers  of  the  Konica 
range — Japan's  second  largest  photo- 
graphic company — has  now  moved  into 
Britain  to  sell  its  camera,  lenses  and  acces- 
sories ranges  through  a  new  subsidiary, 
Konishiroku  UK.  The  company's  Sakura 
film  will  continue  to  be  distributed  by 
Jonathan  Fallowfield  Ltd — who  will  also 


retain  responsibility  for  the  cameras,  ser- 
vice, etc,  until  February  27.  1978. 
Konishiroku  UK,  who  will  nunc  into  a 
new  building  at  52  High  Street,  Feltham, 
Middlesex,  on  January  3,  1978,  have 
appointed  Mr  John  Jackson  to  the  pos- 
ition of  general  manager. 

Konishiroku  will  also  be  introducing  in 
the  spring  the  Konica  C35  EF-P,  a  new 
low-cost  35mm  camera  witli  a  built-in 
"pop-up"  electronic  flash.  It  leatures  a 
low-light  warning  lamp  which  glows  in  the 
viewfinder  when  there  is  insufficient  light 
to  take  a  good  picture(  and  hence  the  need 
to  use  the  flash  system),  optical  glass  1/4 
Hexanon  lens,  bright  frame  viewfinder, 
parallax-correction  mark,  "flash  ready" 
light,  easy  film  loading,  double  exposure 
prevention,  rapid  rewind,  close-up  flash 
control,  and  plastic  construction. 


SCANNING  MIRROR 
(MOVING  MIRROR) 


FOCUSING  CONTROL 
AMPLIFIER 


CONTROL  SOLENOID 
STOPPER   


FIXED  MIRROF. 

CAMERA  LENS 


COUPLING  MECHANISM 


POWER  SPRING 
FOR  LENS 


New 
products 


Alberto  Beyond  pre-conditioner 

Alberto  Culver  have  launched  a  pre- 
shampoo  conditioner  which  is  said  to  be 
absorbed  by  the  hair,  with  the  excess 
removed  on  washing.  Beyond  (trial  at  half 
the  recommended  retail  price  are  110ml, 
£0.29  and  150ml,  £0.39)  was  formulated, 
says  the  company,  after  research  had 
shown  that  many  women  using  a  con- 
ditioner found  their  hair  became  greasy 
faster — for  which  the  residue  of  con- 
ditioner on  the  hair  was  held  to  be  largely 
responsible.  Marketing  manager,  Paul 
Newland,  says  of  the  product,  "We 
believe  that  Beyond  will  appeal  especially 
to  those  women  who  do  not  use  con- 
ditioners at  present  due  to  the  generic 
problem  associated  with  them — namely 
'the  greasies'.  Because  it  is  a  suitable 
treatment  for  this  problem  Beyond  could 


well  be  the  forerunner  of  a  new  boom  in 
conditioner  sales." 

The  product  will  be  supported  by  a 
national  television  advertising  campaign 
breaking  in  January.  It  will  be  available  in 
three  variants — for  normal,  extra  greasy 
and  problem  hair.  During  the  launch 
period  they  will  be  available  in  counter 
display  units  of  mixed  packs  containing 
four  packs  of  each  variant  (Alberto  Culver 
Co,  44  Newington  Causeway,  London 
SE1  6DX). 

Twin  blade  disposable  razor 

Wilkinson  Sword  are  introducing  a  dis- 
posable twin  blade  razor — Close  and  Easy 
(£0.19)  said  to  be  the  "first  ever  in  the 
UK".  The  product  will  be  backed  by  a 
nationwide  television  campaign  beginning 
in  mid-February  (Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd, 
Sword  House,  High  Wvcombe.  Bucks 
HP13  6EJ). 

Prescription  specialities 

EFFERGOT  tablets 

Manufacturer:  Wander  Pharmaceuticals 
division  of  Sandoz  Products  Ltd,  PO 
Horsforth    Box   4,    Calverlev  Lane. 


Horsforth,  Leeds  LSI 8  4RP. 
Description:  White,  effervescent  tablets, 
scored  on  one  side  containing  ergotamine 
tartrate  2  mg  and  caffeine  50  mg. 
Indications:  Migraine. 
Contraindications:  Pregnancy,  peripheral 
vascular   disorders,   coronary  disease, 
impaired  hepatic  or  renal  function,  sepsis, 
obliterative    vascular    disease,  severe 
hypertension  and  breast  feeding. 
Dosage:  Halt  to  one  tablet  to  be  taken  at 
first  warning  of  an  attack.  Further  half 
tablet  may  be  taken  half  an  hour  later, 
repeated  to  a  maximum  of  three  tablets  a 
day.  five  tablets  in  any  one  week.  To  be 
dissolved  in  water. 

Precautions:  Numbness  and  tingling  of 
extremities  may  be  indicative  of 
peripheral  vascular  disturbance  and 
treatment  should  be  stopped  immediately 
if  signs  of  circulatory  impairment  appear. 
Side  effects:  Nausea,  vomiting  and  occa- 
sionally weakness  in  legs  and  muscular 
pain  may  occur. 

Storage:  In  cool  dry  place,  protected  from 
light. 

Packs:  24  tablets  (2  x  12)  (£3.50  trade) 
Supply  restrictions:  PI  S4B. 
Issued:  Januarv  2.  1978. 
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A  Further  Discount  of  at  Least  6/G 


IN  THE  FORM  OF  PROFIT-SHARING  REBATE 

(%  BASIC  RATE  FORECAST) 

UniChem  Members  own  and  control  their 
Own  Wholesale  Organisation. 
If  you  would  like  further  information  about  UniChem's 
unique  Profit-Sharing  Scheme  please  complete  the  slip  below. 


To:  J.A.L.  Speller.    General  Sales  Manager,  UniChem  Ltd., 

Crown  House,  Morden.  Surrey 


Name. 


Address 


Date 


/  am  an  Independent  Retail  Pharmacist 
and  would  like  further  information 
about  UniChem. 


CD/1/78 
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China's  alternative  medicine 


by  A.  G.  Mervyn  Madge,  FPS 


The  re-emergence  of  China  as  an  inter- 
national power  has  awakened  interest  in 
that  country  and  in  its  contribution  to 
medical  sciences  and  thought.  Most  inter- 
est has  been  shown  in  acupuncture,  the 
bare-foot  doctor  and  moxibustion. 

Acupuncture 

Acupuncture  is  not,  as  the  schoolboy  said, 
just  sticking  pins  in  people,  but  is  a  com- 
plex science  with  a  long  history  which  is 
not  fully  understood  or  explained  even 
today.  Some  people  simply  consider  it 
mumbo  jumbo,  a  faith  cure  or  rubbish  and 
its  use  by  charlatans  encourages  this.  But  a 
serious  study  of  the  results  shows  that  it 
can  make  a  genuine  contribution  to  med- 
ical science. 

The  history  of  acupuncture  goes  back 
2,000  years — the  first  record  of  its  use  is 
about  206  BC  when  Pien  Chuen  used  a 
sharp  stone  in  acupuncture  to  revive  a 
patient  in  a  coma.  Progressively,  needles 
of  stone,  bone  and  bamboo  were  used 
— with  the  discovery  of  metals — copper, 
iron  and  silver.  Today,  the  needles  are  of 
fine  stainless  steel.  Even  before  the  Chin 
dynasty  Chinese  medicine  gave 
acupuncture  details  of  "channels"  or 
"meridians"  and  points  on  the  body  for 
ailments  curable  by  acupuncture. 

Chinese  thought  has  been  conditioned 
by  "Ying"  and  "Yang",  male  and  female, 
good  and  evil,  and  the  balance  within  the 
pairs  to  achieve  perfect  harmony.  One 
does  not  have  to  go  into  complex  or  intri- 
cate theories  to  see  that  in  good  health 
there  is  harmony  in  the  body,  and  in  ill 
health  a  wrong  balance.  There  is  a  theory 
that  energy  flows  through  the  body  along 
distinct  paths  called  "channels"  or  "meri- 
dians", 14  of  which  are  classified,  and 
along  which  are  acupuncture  points  for 
entrances  and  exits  for  vital  energy  (qi) 
and  blood  (xue).  These  points  are  used  to 
restore  the  balance  necessary  either  by 
blocking  or  stimulating,  those  on  the  clas- 
sified meridians  being  called  "jing"  points 
and  on  the  unclassified  "qi". 

All  these  theories  and  explanations  may 
seem  ludicrous  to  our  Western  minds  and 
ways  of  thinking  but  acupuncture  does 
work.  Also  difficult  to  comprehend  is  that 
the  use  of  acupuncture  needling  at  one 
part  of  the  body  has  an  effect  somewhere 
else,  for  example,  the  feet  for  the  gall- 
bladder, the  nose  for  herniotomy,  the  ear 
for  gastrectomy,  the  "hoku"  point  bet- 
ween the  metacarpi  of  the  thumb  and  fore- 
finger for  toothache  and  the  "tsusanli" 
point  on  the  external  side  of  the  leg  just 


below  the  knee  for  gastro-intestinal  dis- 
ease. This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
these  various  places  are  connected  on  a 
particular  "meridian".  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  we  are  dealing  with  a  practice 
of  medicine  which  has  been  used  for  hun- 
dreds of  years  with  benefit  to  people  and 
the  "proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating". 

By  the  Tsin  period,  265-420  AD,  349 
basic  points  had  been  plotted  on  the  body 
and  in  the  Tsang  period  a  special 
acupuncture  faculty  was  established  at  the 
Imperial  Medical  College — China's  ear- 
liest medical  school.  In  1026  two  bronze 
figures  were  cast  giving  the  names  of  354 
basic  points.  It  is  said  that  in  order  to  give 
students  of  acupuncture  accuracy,  models 
of  the  human  body  were  coated  with  wax 
and  filled  with  water  so  that  the  student  in 
inserting  the  needle  at  the  correct  point 
proved  it  by  the  release  of  the  water. 

Western  thought  and  medicine  gradu- 
ally influenced  China  until  in  the  Kuomin- 
tang  period  Chinese  medicine  was 
banned.  However,  the  ordinary  people 
clandestinely  continued  with  their  native 
medicine.  When  Chairman  Mao  came  to 
power,  he  was  asked  the  position  because 
he  attached  great  importance  to  trad- 
itional medicine  and  pharmacology.  He 


Acupuncture  chart  showing  the  series  of 
points  for  controlling  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  sex  organs.  From  an  18th  century 
water-colour  in  the  Wellcome  history  of 
medicine  collection  (Photo  courtesy  of  the 
Science  Museum). 


stated  that  there  must  not  be  rivalry  but 
the  two  systems  should  work  together  for 
the  common  good.  The  result  was  that  an 
acupuncture  clinic  was  set  up  in  1945  at 
Yenan.  The  desire  for,  and  interest  in, 
acupuncture  spread  especially  after  1958 
around  Shanghai  and  Sien  and  the  pro- 
vinces of  Shensi  and  Hopei.  In  Shanghai 
most  hospitals  have  a  surgical 
acupuncture  unit  and  it  is  felt  brain 
surgery  mortality  has  been  greatly 
reduced. 

Research  has  shown  that  in  some  cases 
there  is  not  complete  anaesthesia  and 
mepeverine  or  procaine  is  given  with 
acupuncture  plus  pethidine.  The  effective 
rate  of  acupuncture  varies  considerably 
and  in  pulmonary  resection  can  be  as  low 
as  43.7  per  cent.  The  general  rule  is  that  in 
operations  above  the  throat,  acupuncture 
anaesthesia  is  effective  but  there  is 
increasing  sensitivity  to  pain  progressing 
down  the  body.  The  value  of  acupuncture 
anaesthesia  is  that  the  patient  is  conscious, 
can  co-operate  with  the  surgeon  and  staff 
and  there  is  no  need  for  elaborate  operat- 
ing theatres  or  equipment. 

Before  an  operation  a  patient  is  "nee- 
dled" once  or  several  times  to  find  toler- 
ance and  adaptability  to  acupuncture 
stimulation.  The  operation  sequence  is 
explained  along  with  possible  reactions 
that  might  occur.  This  ensures  patient 
co-operation  and  lowers  anxiety. 
Response  to  acupuncture  stimulation  var- 
ies greatly  with  each  patient.  During  the 
operation  the  acupuncturist  adjusts  the 
speed  of  rotation  of  the  needles.  The 
speed,  lifting,  thrusting  and  rotation 
causes  the  desired  effect  on  the  patient, 
who  feels  a  sense  of  "sourness,  distension 
and  heaviness".  It  is  argued  that 
acupuncture  anaesthesia  is  simple,  safe, 
with  no  after  affects  associated  with  drugs 
and  has  a  low  cost. 

Acupuncture  and  acupuncture  anaes- 
thesia, imperfect  though  they  may  be  in 
some  cases,  have  stimulated  great  interest 
and  research  in  the  West  and  have  made  a 
contribution  to  medical  knowledge  which 
will  increase  with  time  and  experience  and 
as  research  continues.  When  the  patient 
on  the  operating  table  sits  up  immediately 
after  the  operation  smiling,  waving  and 
clapping  hands,  as  is  customary  with  the 
Chinese,  the  sight  is  spectacular. 

Bare-foot  doctors 

Once  a  derogatory  term  applied  to 
"unqualified"  doctors,  the  bare-foot 
doctor  has  become  respected  in  Chinese 
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life  and  the  idea  is  being  copied  in  poor 
and  peasant  orientated,  newly  developing 
countries.  In  order  to  visualise  the 
development  of  the  bare-foot  doctor,  it  is 
necessary  to  realise  that  China  has  80  per 
cent  of  its  800  million  population  on  the 
land  and  is  rural.  It  is  a  vast  country  with  a 
different  social  structure  from  Western 
society  and  where  the  needs  of  life  are  few. 
There  are  no  class  distinctions,  little 
mechanisation  compared  to  the  West,  and 
travel  is  by  foot  or  bicycle. 

The  history  of  the  bare-foot  doctor  goes 
back  to  about  1965  when  Chairman  Mao 
criticised  the  Ministry  of  Public  Health  for 
the  lack  of  medical  care  and  health  in  rural 
areas.  A  mobile  health  service  team  was 
formed  for  the  rural  areas  around  Shan- 
ghai. This  team  decided  to  train  some 
peasants  to  assist  as  part-time  doctors.  It 
must  also  be  realised  that  Chinese  herbal 
medicine  is  paramount,  with  Western 
medicine  brought  in  only  when  necessary. 
Training  concentrated  on  prescribing  of 
such  medicines,  the  rudiments  of 
acupuncture,  the  recognition  and  pre- 
vention of  diseases,  hygiene  and  sani- 
tation. It  meant  that  a  peasant  contracting 
a  common  disease  could  receive  prompt 
treatment  in  the  village  or  home.  The  idea 
proved  a  great  success. 

Stumbling  blocks 

With  the  coming  of  the  cultural  revolu- 
tion in  1966  and  its  criticism  that  the  pro- 
fessions were  stumbling  blocks  which  fos- 
tered class  distinction,  the  peasant  masses 
adopted  the  bare-foot  doctor  idea.  Large 
numbers  of  medical  workers  and  medical 
school  graduates  went  to  work  in  the 
countryside  or  joined  mobile  teams.  The 
number  of  bare-foot  doctors  increased 
rapidly  until  today  there  are  about  one 
and  a  half  million. 

In  some  areas  they  have  additional 
surgery  training  and  on  return  to  the  rural 
areas  undertake  operations  such  as 
appendectomy.  A  good  basic  study  in 
pharmacognosy  and  pharmacology  is 
given  with  collection  and  storage  of  herbs, 
roots  and  barks  entrusted  to  them. 

A  success  in  rural  areas,  the  idea  spread 
to  the  fishing  villages  and  fleets.  So  much 
so  that  no  fishing  fleet  now  goes  to  sea 
without  its  bare-foot  doctor. 

Another  aspect  is  that  they  share  in  the 
ordinary  work  of  the  village.  There  is  a 
saying  "With  a  medical  kit  on  their  backs 
they  are  doctors,  with  farm  tools  in  their 
hands  they  are  peasants,  they  have  cal- 
louses on  their  hands  and  mud  on  their 
feet".  And  this  is  one  of  their  advantages, 
it  is  argued.  They  know  the  people,  are 
familiar  with  local  life  and  working  con- 
ditions and  know  the  prevailing  diseases. 
Bare-foot  doctors  are  available  at  all  times 
and  their  whereabouts  are  known  for  ease 
of  contact  when  necessary.  They  organise 
public  health  campaigns  and  lectures, 
advise  the  peasants  of  sanitary  methods  of 
treating  human  and  animal  waste,  on 
purification  of  drinking  water,  improving 
wells  and  general  husbandry. 

In  many  senses  they  are  bare-foot 


pharmacists  too.  If  proficient  and  con- 
sidered suitable  they  are  given  the  oppor- 
tunity of  studying  to  become  a  "qualified" 
doctor,  returning  to  town  hospitals. 

Whether  the  system  of  bare-foot  doc- 
tors would  fit  into  the  pattern  of  a  Western 
industrialised  society  is  open  to  doubt,  but 
there  may  be  some  repercussions  in  pro- 
fessional thought.  I  attended  a  theatre  in 
Kwangchow  and  one  scene  included  the 
devotion  to  duty  of  a  bare-foot  doctor — a 
woman.  The  applause  showed  the  regard 
felt.  However,  there  may  be  no  place  in  a 
classless  society  for  professions  as  we 
know  them,  or  ethics,  or  questions  of 
responsibility. 

Moxibustion 

Moxibustion  makes  use  of  the  old  prin- 
ciple of  applying  heat  to  certain  points  or 
localities  on  the  human  body.  It  is  named 
from  the  use  of  moxa  wool  obtained  by 
grinding  the  dry  leaves  of  the  Artemisia 
vulgaris  plant  and  removing  the  coarse 
residue.  The  older  the  moxa  wool  the  bet- 
ter the  effect  is  considered  to  be. 

A  cone  of  moxa  wool  is  1cm  in  height 
and  about  0.8cm  in  diameter  for  the 
largest  size  but  it  can  be  as  small  as  a  wheat 
grain  depending  on  the  site  and  complaint. 
There  is  also  the  cigarette  shape  made  by 
rolling  the  moxa  wool  in  soft  paper  and 
pasting  the  ends,  usually  about  20cm  long 
and  1.5cm  in  diameter. 

Two  systems  are  practised — direct  and 
indirect.  With  direct  there  are  the  non 
scarring  and  the  scarring  types  though  the 
latter  has  fallen  into  disuse  because  of  the 
unpleasant  look  of  the  scars.  The  cone  is 
placed  on  the  previously  selected  point  of 
the  body,  lit  from  the  top  and  when  the 
patient  feels  scorching  with  slight  pain  the 
cone  is  removed  and  another  placed  there. 
The  process  continues  until  the  area  is  red 
and  congested — generally  after  three  to 
five  cones. 

In  the  indirect  method  a  slice  of  ginger 
or  garlic,  or  salt,  is  placed  on  the  skin,  the 
cone  is  applied  and  lit.  The  slice  is  about 
0.3  to  0.5cm  thick  with  holes  punched  in 
it.  Ginger  is  used  in  cases  of  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea  and  arthritis.  Garlic  is  similarly 
used  in  cases  of  pulmonary  or  lymph 
tuberculosis.  It  is  not  used  in  patients  with 
fever.  Salt  is  also  used  in  the 
umbilicus  which  is  filled  to  skin  level, 
covered  with  a  piece  of  ginger  and  then  the 
cone  procedure  is  carried  out.  This  is 
mainly  for  emergency  cases  such  as  coma, 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea. 

In  the  "warming  moxibustion"  the 
moxa  stick  is  applied  at  a  distance  of  about 
3cm  from  the  selected  point  until  the  skin 
becomes  pink.  In  another  method,  known 
as  "sparrow  picking  moxibustion"  the 
stick  is  moved  up  and  down  over  the  point 
to  produce  warmth.  It  is  generally  used  in 
arthritis  and  abdominal  pain.  Yet  another 
method  for  these  two  complaints  is  the 
"warming  needle".  A  piece  of  moxa  stick 
is  placed  on  top  of  the  acupuncture  needle 
and  ignited.  Heat  is  conducted  to  the  deep 
tissues  through  the  needle. 
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Pharmacists  to  speak  on  drug  usage 
after  criticism  of  HEB  programme 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  is 
to  provide  pharmacist  speakers  on  drug 
use  and  misuse  topics  in  response  to  many 
requests  from  various  groups.  The  Society 
criticised  the  Health  Education  Bureau 
for  not  organising  a  national  drug  edu- 
cation programme  and  for  not  using 
pharmacists  as  health  educators. 

The  decision  was  taken  at  this  month's 
Council  meeting.  Mr  R.  J.  Power  told 
Council  that  when  the  Health  Education 
Bureau  was  originally  set  up  it  was  under- 
stood that  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, pharmacists,  nurses,  and  other 
related  disciplines  would  become  part  of  a 
team  for  lecturing  to  adult  groups 
throughout  the  country  on  health  edu- 
cation. That  had  not  happened,  Mr  Power 
said.  The  Bureau  had  done  well  in  drawing 
attention  to  the  dangers  of  over-use  of 
alcohol  and  nicotine.  Seminars  had  been 
organised  for  teachers  but  had  been 
limited.  Mr  Boyd,  director  of  the  post- 
graduate Education  Committee,  had 
informed  Council  of  requests  from  various 
groups  for  speakers  on  drug  usage. 

Qualified  to  lecture 

Mr  Power  said  the  Society  had  those 
people  qualified  to  talk  on  the  subject  and 
who  were  willing  to  give  lectures.  In  a 
1974  report,  the  Bureau  had  said  it  would 
utilise  all  the  disciplines  involved  in  health 
education.  The  report's  theme  was  that 
drug  abuse  education,  in  isolation,  was  not 
a  wise  thing.  Mr  Power  said  Council 
agreed  but  also  felt  that  parents,  for 
example,  had  a  right  to  basic  information 
which  would  help  them,  in  turn,  to  counsel 
their  own  children.  He  said  that,  as  a  pro- 
fession, pharmacy  felt  slighted. 

Council  decided  to  inform  the  Bureau 
and  the  Department  of  Health  that  in  view 
of  the  facts  it  would  respond  positively  in 
future  to  such  invitations.  Dr  P.  Deasy 
said  the  Bureau  had  trained  teachers  to 
talk  on  drug  usage.  As  a  pharmacist,  he 
felt  such  limited  training  was  not  sufficient 
and  the  lectures  must  be  inadequate  after 
only  one  or  two  days'  tuition.  The  phar- 
macist, Dr  Deasy  concluded,  was  the  only 
person  qualified  to  lecture  on  drugs.  The 
president,  Mr  M.  F.  Walsh,  agreed,  stres- 
sing that  the  first  duty  of  the  profession 
was  to  the  public. 

Mr  Walsh  warned  pharmacists  that  any 
who  indulged  in  "selective  dispensing" 
would  be  acting  unethically  and  irres- 
ponsibly. He  said  he  regretted  having  to 
make  a  public  statement  on  the  necessity 
for  every  pharmacist  to  provide  a  full 
pharmaceutical  service.  However,  a  hos- 


pital pharmacist  had  complained  to  the 
Society  that  a  number  of  community 
pharmacists  were  dispensing  prescriptions 
for  pre-packed  medicines  but  returning 
extemporaneous  prescriptions,  requiring 
some  element  of  manipulative  skill,  to 
hospitals  on  various  pretexts. 

Council  has  agreed  to  inform  com- 
panies seeking  guidance  that  there  was  no 
objection  to  pharmacists  stocking  or  sup- 
plying instruments  designed  to  enable 
patients  to  take  their  own  blood  pressures 
provided  that  pharmacists  did  not  offer  to 
interpret  the  readings  or  prescribe. 

EEC  concern 

Presenting  the  EEC  Committee  report 
Mr  Power  said  that  at  both  Commission 
and  national  level  there  was  serious  con- 
cern over  the  increasing  share  of  national 
budgets  being  absorbed  by  health  ser- 
vices, especially  social  security  schemes. 
The  French  and  British  had  called  for  a 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  Health  Minis- 
ters, a  major  item  for  which  had  been  con- 
sideration of  ways  to  reduce  the  quality  of 
medicines  used  in  hospitals  and  com- 
munity pharmacies. 

A  Directive  for  nurses  had  been  prom- 
ulgated during  1977  and  free  movement 
for  them  would  be  a  reality  within  two 
years.  Work  on  a  dentists'  Directive  had 
advanced  and  it  was  anticipated  free 
movement  could  be  achieved  in  1978. 
Unfortunately  Mr  Power  said,  the  Com- 
munity's present  worries  about  unem- 
ployment would  put  the  health  of  the 
patient  and  role  of  the  pharmacist  in 
health  protection  lower  on  the  priority  list. 
The  Commission  had  invited  the 
Groupement  to  a  meeting  in  April  to  agree 
priorities. 

Mr  M.  J.  Shannon,  the  treasurer,  ack- 
nowledged the  following  donations  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund:  Irish  Pharmaceutical 
Union  £300;  Irish  Chemists'  Golfing  Soc- 
iety £100;  Cahill  May  Roberts  £100; 
Pharmacy  bridge  club  £40;  Menley  & 
James  Ltd  £25.  Adding  his  thanks  to  the 
donors,  Mr  Walsh  said  he  intended,  as 
chairman  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Com- 
mittee, to  examine  the  structure  of  the 
Fund  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  capital 
or  reserve.  A  balance  of  £79  from  the 
Senate  Election  Campaign  Fund  is  to  be 
paid  into  the  Benevolent  Fund  and  he 
thanked  contributors  to  the  campaign. 

To  fill  the  vacancy  created  when  Mr 
John  Harnett  decided  not  to  contest  the 
recent  Council  election,  Mr  Walsh,  pro- 
posed Mr  Daniel  Vincent  Cronin,  MPSI, 
Balbriggan,  co  Dublin,  for  co-option. 
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Register  changes 

The  following  names  were  changed  in  the  Registers,  mar-  I 
riage  certificates  having  been  submitted:  Mrs  J.  A.  Sheehy  (nee  I 
Maner).  MPSI;  Mrs  Y.  M.  Delaney  (nee  Hoctor),  Asst;  Mrs  R.  I 
Cotter  (nee  O'Keeffe),  Asst. 

The  tollowmg  addresses  were  changed  in  the  Registers:- 
Mrs  C.  Aylmer,  LPS1,  to  14  Villiers  Road,  Rathgar.  Dublin  6;  I 
Mrs  J.  Bonfield,  MPSI.  to  Ballymore  Eustace,  co  Kildare;  Mrs  I 
S.  M.  Hanley,  MPSI,  to  10  Shortwalk  Road,  Ballinode,  Sligo;  I 
Mrs  M.  E.  Mellett.LPSI,  to  Golf  Links  Road,  Roscommon;  Mr  I 
J.  Bonfield.  MPSI,  to  Balymore  Eustace,  co  Kildare;  Mr  J.  II 
Butler,  MPSI.  to  Mary  Street,  Durrow,  co  Laoise;  Mr  S.  Cun-  H 
mngham,  MPSI,  to  PO  Box  1066,  Boroko,  Papua,  New  |l 
Guinea;  Mr  P.  Ferguson,  MPSI,  to  23  Garville  Road,  Rathgar,  I 
Dublin  6;  Mr  J.  Fitzgibbon,  MPSI.  to  "Lenaboy",  Coast  Road,  I 
Malahide,  co  Dublin;  Mr  K.  Kenny,  MPSI,  to  2  Glenavy  Park,  I 
Te  renure,  Dublin  6;  Mr  T.  A.  Maher,  MPSI,  to  7  Laurence  H 
Street,  Drogheda;  Mr  P.  J.  Morgan,  MPSI,  to  2S  Ashford,  I 
Mount  Merrion  Avenue,  Blackrock,  co  Dublin;  Mr  Francis  I 
O'Dwyer,  MPSI,  to  The  Square,  Ballincollig,  co  Cork;  Miss  J.  I 
M.  Daly,  Asst,  to  2  Elgin  Road,  Ballsbridge,  Dublin  4;  Mrs  Y.  I 
M.  Delaney,  Asst,  to  37  Gracepark  Meadows,  Collins  Avenue,  I 
Dublin  9;  Mrs  M.  C.  Murphy,  Asst,  to  Rardoey.  Donegal  I 
Town;  Mrs  A.  V.  Murray,  Asst,  to  Mylerstown.  Powerstown,  I 
Clonmel;  Mrs  P.  Murray,  Asst.  to  12  Greengue  Drive,  I 
Rathcpole,  co  Dublin;  Mr  M.  McMahon,  Asst,  to  Glen\iew  I 
Park,  Tallaght,  co  Dublin. 

The  tollowmg  Licence  Certilicates  were  signed  and  sealed:-  I 
C.  Barry;  V.  M.  Brennan;  I,  F.  Burke;  D.  B.  Campbell:  B.  A.C.  I 
Cassidy:  B.  M.  Dally:  P.  J.  Downey;  A.  M.  Fluery;  M.  B.  I 
Glennon;  B.  Hale;  K.  Harte:  M.  P.  Hickey;  P.  D.  Jacob;  E.  N.  I 
Jones;  A.  M.  Lucey;  C.  Lynam;  J.  M.  McEvoy;  D-  L.  1 
McKnight:  E.  M.  Martyn:  J.  "C.  Meade:  D.  V.  Morley;  F.  M.  I 
Mulvey:  P.  G.  Murphy:  L.  M.  O'Callaghan;  H.  B.  O'Carroll;  J.  I 
C.  O'Donoxan;  K.  M.  O'Driscoll;  M.  A.  O'Reilly;  M.  A.  I 
O'Shaughnessy;  M.  Reidy;  M.  de  Sales  Sheehan;  L.  M.  Stuart;  I 
M.  J  Wade;  P.  P.  Walsh. 

The  following  were  nominated  lor  membership:- 
C.  Barry,  Marino  Street,  Bantry,  co  Cork;  V.  M.  Brennan,  29  I 
Saint  Margaret's  Road,  Malshide,  co  Dublin;  B.  M.  Dally,  I 
"Geraldme",  Mill  Road,  Corbally,  co  Limerick;  P.  J.  Downey,  I 
Cloughaleigh,  Cashel  co  Tipperary:  M.  B.  Glennon.  Monas- 
teroris,  Edenderry,  co  Offaly:  K.  Harte.  7  Williams  Park,  Dub- 
lin 6;  M.  P.  Hickey,  "Eldorado",  Soncroft  Avenue,  Portmar- 
nock,  co  Dublin.  P.  D.  Jacob,  22  Lower  Beechwood  Avenue, 
Ranelagh,  Dublin  6;  E.  N.  Jones,  96  Shandon  Park,  Phibsboro, 
Dublin  7;  A.  M.  B.  Lucey,  57  Main  Street,  Mallow,  co  Cork:  C. 
M.  L.  Lynam,  170  Barton  Road  East,  Dundrum,  co  Dublin;  J. 
M.  McEvoy,  Westchtte,  Enniscorthy,  co  Wexlord:  D.  L. 
McKnight.  Main  Street.  Ballymahon,  co  Longford;  E.  M.  Mar- 
tyn. Birr  Street.  Kilcormac.  co  Ofiaiy;  J.  C.  Meade.  S3  Main 
Street,  Carnck-on-Suir,  co  Tipperary;  D.  V.  F.  Morley,  65 
Shanhss  Road,  Santry,  Dublin  9;  F.  M.  Mulvey,  133  Ludlord 
Road,  Ballinteer,  co  Dublin;  P.  G.  Murphy,  LowerCork  Street, 
Mitchelstown,  co  Cork;  J.  M.  O'Callaghan,  The  Square,  Car- 
lingford.  co  Louth;  H.  B.  O'Carroll,  106  Rock  Street,  Tralee,  co 
Kerry;  J.  C.  O'Donovan,  2X  Frascati  Park,  Blackrock,  co  Dub-  B 
Iin:  K.  M.  O'Driscoll,  Sixmilewater.  Whitechurch.  co  Cork.  M.  I 
A.  O'Shaughnessy.  The  Laurels.  Blacklnary,  Trim,  co  Meath;  1 
M.  de  Sales  Sheehan,  West  End,  Newmarket,  co  Cork:  M.  J. 
Vadel,  4  Sutton  Park,  Sutton,  Dublin  13:  P.  M.  P.  Walsh,  Main  I 
Street,  Carngaline,  co  Cork;  B.  Stokes,  Castletroy,  Limerick;  J. 
A.  Thompson,  Capalaba,  Queensland,  Australia. 

Westminster  Report 

Number  of  pharmacists 

In  a  written  answer  Mr  Roland  Moyle, 
Minister  for  Health,  told  the  Commons 
that  the  number  of  pharmacists  working 
full-time  in  Great  Britain  in  1977  was 
12,609  in  1977,  compared  with  14,280  in 
1972  and  15,172  in  1969.  Part-time 
pharmacists  in  general  practice  numbered 
3,930  in  1977,  3,140  in  1972  and  3,243  in 
1969.  The  number  of  pharmacists 
employed  by  health  authorities,  cal- 
culated on  a  whole-time  equivalent  basis, 
was  2,692  in  1976,  2,112  in  1972  and 
1,720  in  1969. 

'Early  day'  signatures 

The  Parliamentary  "early  day"  motion 
seeking  more  funds  for  community  phar- 
macies had  been  signed  by  163  MPs  by  the 
time  the  House  of  Commons  broke  for  its 
Christmas  recess  last  Friday.  The  amend- 
ment tabled  by  Mr  Laurie  Pavitt  (C&D, 
December  10,  p860)  had  been  signed  by 
five  MPs.  The  House  will  resume  on  Janu- 
ary 9,  1978. 
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Wilkinson  Match  sales  rise 
6  pc;  profit  up  20  pc 

The  turnover  of  the  Wilkinson  Match 
group  in  the  half  year  to  September  30  was 
£93. 6m,  an  increase  of  5.8  per  cent  over 
the  1976  figure  of  £88. 6m.  The  pre-tax 
profit,  however,  rose  19.7  per  cent  to 
£7. 2m.  Improved  performance  was 
achieved  throughout  the  consumer  pro- 
ducts field,  especially  in  the  UK  and 
America,  but  the  results  were  affected  by 
adverse  conditions  in  Italy,  where  part  of 
the  marketing  operation  (including  razor 
blades)  was  closed  down  at  a  cost  of  some 
£800,000. 

The  directors  expect  the  results  for  the 
full  year  to  be  satisfactory. 

Syntex  sales  increase 
but  profit  falls 

Sales  of  Syntex  Corporation  in  the  year  to 
July  31  amounted  to#313.6m,  an  increase 
of  13  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  The 
net  income,  however,  dropped  12  per  cent 
to  537.6m  due  to  currency  devaluations 
outside  the  USA  and  to  what  the  company 
describes  as  "an  unwarranted  FDA  chal- 
lenge" to  their  anti-arthritis  drug  nap- 
roxen. Sales  of  naproxen  increased  5 1  per 
cent  during  the  year,  reaching  almost 
560m,  and  accounted  for  55  per  cent  of 
the  total  sales  growth,  but  the  company 
believes  naproxen  sales  would  have  been 
substantially  higher  but  for  unfavourable 
publicity  arising  from  the  controversy  with 
the  FDA. 

Among  current  research  projects,  sub- 
stantial progress  is  reported  during  the 
year  with  flunisolide,  a  new  steroid  drug 
under  clinical  test  for  hay  fever  and 
asthma.  Cloprednol,  another  synthetic 
steroid,  is  being  tested  for  asthma  and 
rheumatoid  arthritis,  and  a  new  drug 
application  has  been  filed  for  Inter-est,  an 
oral  contraceptive  regimen  which 
administers  the  progestogen  component 
daily  and  the  oestrogen  component  every 
other  day. 

GRL  start  sterile  fluids 
production  in  Antrim 

Sterile  fluids  production  has  commenced 
at  the  new  plant  of  GRL  Ltd  at  Rathenraw 
Industrial  Estate,  Antrim,  N.  Ireland. 
Currently  sterile  water,  known  as  Steroc, 
is  being  produced  in  polypropylene  con- 
tainers. GRL  have  been  producing 
haemodialysis  concentrate  since  January, 
and  are  sole  distributors  in  Northern  Ire- 
land for  Avon  Medicals  transfusion  and 
dialysis  equipment. 

The  new  plant  was  designed  by  the 


managing  director,  Dr  W.  Woodside,  a 
former  senior  lecturer  in  pharmaceutics  at 
Queen's  University,  Belfast.  It  covers  an 
area  of  16,000  sq  ft  and  includes  pro- 
duction area,  quality  control  laboratories, 
stores  and  administration  section.  The 
production  area  has  an  air  conditioning 
unit  supplying  air  via  a  filter  bank  of  0.3 
micro-meter  pore  diameter  in  a  laminar 
flow  system. 

Sterac  is  available  throughout  the  UK 
and  Eire  in  150,  300,  500  and  1,000  ml 
packs,  either  direct  from  GRL  or  through 
Schubert  &  Co  (UK),  15  Hampshire  Ter- 
race, Portsmouth. 

LRC  ahead  in  first  half 

Sales  of  LRC  International  Ltd  in  the  six 
months  to  September  30  amounted  to 
£46. 6m,  compared  with  £42. 3m  in  the 
same  period  of  1976.  The  pre-tax  profit 
was  up  9.7  per  cent  at  £4. 1  m.  The  only  UK 
sector  showing  an  increased  profit  was  the 
Sanitas  division,  which  benefited  from  a 
successful  relaunch  of  Wrights  coal-tar 
soap.  The  company's  subsidiary  in  the 
USA  achieved  a  100  percent  rise  in  profit. 

The  company  expect  that  trading  pros- 
pects for  the  remainder  of  the  year  should 
continue  to  be  reasonably  good,  and  have 
announced  a  one-for-one  rights  issue  to 
raise  about  £4. 3m. 

Briefly 

Dalgety  UK  Ltd,  who  recently  acquired 
Murphy  Chemical  Ltd  from  Glaxo  (C&D, 
December  10,  p872),  have  made  an  offer 
for  the  chemicals  merchanting  business  of 
Federated  Chemical  Ltd.  At  the  same 
time  Federated  Chemical  are  to  sell  their 
12.8  per  cent  stake  in  Tioxide  Ltd  to  ICI 
and  Lead  Industries  Ltd  who  jointly 
already  own  over  43  per  cent  of  Tioxide. 

Appointments 

Rockware  Glass  Ltd:  Mr  Colin  J.  Paskins 
has  been  appointed  marketing  manager 
with  effect  from  January  1,  in  succession 
to  Mr  Tony  Ewen  who  is  now  sales  and 
marketing  director  of  Rockware  Kings- 
peed  Ltd. 

Sperry-Remington  Consumer  Products: 

Mr  Robin  Ellis  has  been  appointed  direc- 
tor, European  group,  in  succession  to  Mr 
Steve  Anderson  who  has  returned  to  the 
USA  as  manager  of  product  service, 
North  American  marketing. 

Booker  McConnell  Ltd:  Mr  Maurice  W. 
Jerram  has  been  appointed  to  the  board 
with  effect  from  January  1 .  He  is  chairman 
of  the  food  distribution  division,  which 
includes  the  UK-based  wholesale  and 
retail  food  businesses  and  the  company's 
health  food  and  pharmaceutical  interests. 

Warner-Lambert  (UK)  Ltd:  The  fol- 
lowing have  been  appointed  to  the  board: 
Mr  E.  A.  Buy  (operations  director);  Mr  R. 
S.  Newton  (professional  products  mar- 
keting director);  Mr  P.  W.  P.  Madge  (con- 
sumer products  marketing);  Mr  M.  Aron 
(personnel);  Mr  P.  Brooks  (financial);  Dr 
E  Witherspoon  (medical). 


Seasonal 
Greetings 
from  the 
Directors 
andStaff 
of 

Barclays 
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Market 
News 

Some  spices  easier 

London,  December  20:  A  number  of 
spices  are  quoted  lower  mainly  due  to  the 
weak  dollar.  Ceylon  cinnamon,  cloves 
and  pepper  are  examples.  The  approach 
of  new  crop  Cochin  ginger  and  forecast  of 
a  better  harvest  helped  to  lower  quo- 
tations both  on  the  spot  and  forward. 
Nigerian  peeled  ginger  was  more  or  less 
unchanged  around  £1,500  ton  on  the 
spot.  Among  aromatic  seeds  China  star 
anise  was  dearer  while  celery  and  corian- 
der were  easier. 

Lower  among  essential  oils  were 
Brazilian  peppermint  in  both  positions  and 
Chinese  citronella  and  Madagascar  clove 
leaf  for  shipment. 

The  wide  disparity  in  opiate  prices 
which  has  operated  since  October  (C&D, 
October  8,  p545)  was  narrowed  by  the 
increased  schedules  of  one  manufacturer 
which  became  effective  on  December  19. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetarsol:  £12.12  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 
Acetic  acid:  4-ton  lots,  per  metric  ton  delivered — 
glacial    BPC   £274,    99.5    per    cent    £261.50;  80 
per  cent  grade,  pure  £240.50;  technical  £224.50. 
Acetone:  £262  to  £266  metric  ton  as  to  grade  for 
30-drum  lots. 

Adrenaline:  (per  g)  1-kg  lots  base  £0.25;  acid 
tartrate  £0.20, 

Aloin:  50-kg  lots  £18.05  kg. 

Aluminium  chloride:  Pure  50-kg  lots  £0.9813  kg. 
Benzoic  acid:  BP  in  500-kg  lots,  £0.721  kg. 
Benzocaine:  BP  in  50-kg  lots,  £4.49  kg. 
8iotin:  Crystals  £6.66g;  £4.91g  in  50-g  lots. 
Cinchocaine:  Base  (5-kg  lots)  £73.18  kg;  hydro- 
chloride £69.89. 

Citric  acid:  BP  granular  hydrous  per  metric  ton 
single  deliveries,  hydrous  £739;  anhydrous  £794; 
five-ton  contracts  £735  and  £790  respectively, 
Crystalline  £171.17  and '£170.17  respectively. 
Ether:  Anaesthetic:  BP  2-litre  bottle  £2.88  each; 
1-ton  lots  in  drums  from  £1.39  i n  1 8-kg  drums  to 
£1.25  kg  in  130-kg.  Solvent,  BP  from  £940  metric 
ton  in  16  kg  drums  to  £853  in  130-kg. 
Opiates:  (£  per  kg)  in  1-kg  lots;  subject  to  Misuse 
of  Drugs  Regulations — Codeine  alkaloid  £638  to 
£653  as  to  maker;  hydrochloride  £488-£562;  phos- 
phate £490-£499;  sulphate  £562.  Diamorphine  alka- 
loid £764;  hydrochloride  £696.  Ethylmorphine 
hydrochloride  £623-£639.  Morphine  alkaloid 
E709.50-E722,  hydrochloride  and  sulphate  £579- 
£589. 

Pethidine  hydrochloride:  Less  than  10-kg  lots 
£39.64-£41.64  kg.  Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs 
Regulations. 

Pholcodine:  l-kg  £538  to  £543  as  to  make;  60-kg 
lots  £493.  Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 


Crude  drugs 

Aloes:     Cape     £1,150    ton     spot;     £1,080,  cif. 
Curacao  £2,200,   cif  nominal. 
Balsams:    (kg)    Canada:  steady  at  £11.30  spot; 
£11.20   cif.    Copaiba:   £2   spot;    £1.90   cif.  Peru: 
£6.10  spot;  £5.98,  cif.  Tolu:  £4.35  spot. 
Cardamom:  Alleppy  green  £9  kg.  cif. 
Cinnamon:  (cit)  Seychelles  bark  £430  metric  ton, 
Ceylon  quills  4   o's  £0.81    lb;   featherings  £330 
metric  ton. 

Cloves:  Madagascar  or  Comores  £3,700  metric 
ton,  cif. 

Ginger:  Cochin  new  crop  £980-£1,000  metric  ton; 

cif  (Jan/Feb),  Jamaican  withdrawn:  Nigerian  split 

£1,200  spot;  peeled  £1,500  spot. 

Pepper:  (ton)  Lampong  black  £1,400  spot;  £1,280 

cif.  White  £1,855  spot;  £1,740  cif. 

Pimento:  Jamaican  £1,100  metric  ton,  cif. 

Podophyllum:  Root  £850  metric  ton,  cif,  nominal. 

QuilSaia:  Spot  £1.15  kg;  £0.95,  cif. 

Rhubarb:  Chinese  rounds  60  per  cent  pinky  £4.00 

kg,  cif. 

Saffron:  No  offers. 

Sarsaparilla:  Mexican  £1.70  kg,  cif;  no  spot. 
Jamaican  £1.85  spot;  £1.82,  cif. 


Seeds:  (metric  ton,  cif)  Anise:  China  star  £900 
nominal.  Caraway:  Dutch  £900).  Celery:  Indian 
£690.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £680  (Dec-Jan);  Indian 
£530  Cumin:  Egyptian  £1,030;  Turkish  £1,040. 
Iranian  £1,100  Dill:  £180.  Maw:  £550. 
Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £680  spot;  £670  ton,  cif; 
new  crop  £525  cif. 


Essential  oils 

Celery:  English  distilled  £58-£60  kg. 

Coriander:  Russian  about  £20  kg. 

Citronella:    Ceylon    £1.28    kg    spot;    £1.22,  cif.; 

Chinese  £2.20  spot;  £2.16,  cif. 

Clove:  Madagascar  leaf,  £2.20  kg  spot;  £2.16,  cif. 

English-distilled  E48-E50  nominal. 

Orange:    Florida    £0.65    kg;    Brazilian  £0.45. 

Origanum:  Spanish  £14.50  kg  spot  for  70  per  cent. 

Palmarosa:  No  spot  offers;  £7.40  kg,  cif  nominal. 

Patchouli:    Chinese   £12  kg   spot;   shipment  not 

offering. 

Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis — Brazilian  £4.65  spot; 
Shipment  £4.50,  cif.  Chinese  £4.75  spot  and  cif. 
Piperata,  American  Far-West  from  £25,  cif. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Our  review  of  the  markets  began  last  year 
by  saying  that  all  dealers  in  commodities 
which  Market  News  covers  would  be  hop- 
ing for  more  settled  conditions  in  1977 
than  existed  in  1 976.  In  the  event  that  was 
what  happened,  because  the  pound  ster- 
ling was  not  under  the  strong  pressure 
which  existed  for  much  of  1976.  Con- 
fidence in  sterling  built  up  following  the 
IMF  loan  arrangements  and  was  main- 
tained. In  fact,  at  one  period  the  inflow  of 
money  from  abroad  caused  the  gov- 
ernment embarrassment  and  it  had  to 
take  steps  to  regulate  the  flow.  With  the 
pound  stronger,  imported  drugs  and  oils 
became  cheaper  to  buy  although  some 
countries  decided  to  compensate  for  this 
by  raising  their  prices. 

Whilst  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
economy  improved,  unfortunately  the 
country's  production  failed  to  do  the 
same.  Trading  in  all  sectors  was  thus 
quiet  and  the  year  ended  on  a  dull  note. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

The  prices  of  most  chemicals  reflected 
inflation  during  the  year.  However  there 
was  a  slackening  off  in  the  number  and 
size  of  the  increases.  No  longer  were  the 
makers  putting  in  regular  quarterly  appli- 
cations for  increases  to  the  Price  Com- 
mission. 

Vitamins  were,  perhaps,  an  exception. 
The  imported  items  were  raised  in  the  first 
half  of  the  year  but  were  reduced  in  the 
second  half  when  the  pound  was  higher. 
Paraffins  were  raised  twice — in  January 
and  June.  Citric  acid  moved  up  from  £646 
metric  ton  to  £739  during  the  year  causing 
potassium  citrate  to  rise  £130  a  ton. 
Paracetamol  was  firm  but  supplies 
appeared  to  be  easier  than  in  1976.  A 
considerable  disparity  in  prices  between 
the  makers  of  opiates  was  noted  during 
the  autumn,  when  one  manufacturer 
raised  its  rates  considerably  whilst 
another  held  its  schedules  until 
December  19. 

Crude  drugs 

Among  spices  most  of  the  commodities 
were  firm  throughout  the  year,  in  par- 


Coming  events 


Thursday,  January  5 

Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association,  Postgraduate  Centre, 
Huddersfield  Royal  Infirmary,  at  8  pm.  Mrs  E.  M.  Geaton  (staff 
pharmacist,  drug  information)  on  "Drug  interactions ." 
Fylde  Pharmacy  Forum,  Imperial  Hotel,  Blackpool,  at  7.45 
pm.  Mr  A.  D.  Mackenzie  on  "Cataract  and  glaucoma. 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists,  Royal  Society  of  Arts,  6  John 
Adam  Street,  London  WC2,  at  6.30  pm.  Dr  C  Baddiel  (Unilever 
research,  Isleworth  Laboratory)  on  "Modern  methods  of 
analysis." 

Thames  Valley  Pharmacists'  Association,  Wmthrop  House, 
Surbiton,  Surrey,  at  8  pm.  A  S.  Robinson  on  "Diamond 
mining." 

Friday,  December  6 

Pharmaceutical  Marketing  Club,  New  London  Centre, 
Parker  Street,  Drury  Lane,  London  WC2,  at  12  noon.  Second 
annual  meeting  and  lunch  (£6). 


ticular  ginger.  Those  which  "ran  away" 
and  priced  themselves  out  of  the  market 
like  cloves,  began  to  fall.  Among  the 
botanicals  of  American  origin,  the 
stronger  pound  against  the  dollar  at  first 
had  the  immediate  effect  of  lowering 
prices  but  during  November  and 
December  there  was  a  turn  round  and  all 
items  began  to  firm  up  week  by  week. 
Outstanding  gams  were  made  by  kola 
nuts  (up  from  24p  to  42p  a  kg)  and 
ipecacuanha  (from  £4.10  to  £10). 

Oils 

On  the  whole  most  essential  oils  were 
lower  in  price  than  they  were  a  year  pre- 
viously. That  was  particularly  noticeable 
in  Chinese  oils  where  anise  fell  from  £18 
to  £14.50  kg.  Eucalyptus  and  arvensis 
peppermint  were  also  down.  Brazilian 
peppermint,  which  used  to  be  well  under 
the  Chinese  prices,  hovered  around  the 
same  level  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  was 
at  a  slight  premium  over  the  Chinese. 
Sandalwood  supplies  and  prices  were 
erratic  and  although  the  rate  of  Mysore 
finished  only  £1 0  down  on  January  at  £60 
kg  in  the  middle  of  the  year  it  stood  at 
£100. 


1977  prices  (£  per  kg) 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals  January  December 

Ascorbic  acid  7.00  6.94 

Citric  acid  0.64  0.74 

Codeine  phosphate  413.00  499.00 

Paracetamol  2.75  3.00 

Phenobarbifone  10.89  1162 

Potassium  citrate  0.76  0.89 

Sodium  bicarbonate  0,07  0  09 

Crude  drugs 

Canada  balsam  12.20  1130 

Cascara  0.93  0.99 

Cloves  4.30  3.80 

Ginger.  Cochin  106  1.12 

Ipecacuanha  4.10  10.00 

Kola  nuts  0.24  0.42 

Menthol,  Brazilian  11.10  9.30 

Menthol,  Chinese  12.20  10.00 

Senna  pods,  Alex.  1.40  2.50 

Witchhazel  leaves  3.40  2.70 

Essential  oils 

Anise  18.00  14.50 

Citronella,  Ceylon  140  1.32 

Eucalyptus  2.10  2.05 

Lemongrass  4.80  5.20 

Peppermint,  Brazilian  5.50  4.80 

Peppermint,  Chinese  5.50  4.75 

Peppermint.  American  24.00  22.00 

Petitgrain  5.70  5.75 

Sandalwood,  Mysore  70.00  60.00 


The  Markets  in  1977— last  year's  hopes  fulfilled 
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PRICE  INCREASE 

FISONS  LIMITED— PHARMACEUTICAL  DIVISION 

DERBY  ROAD,  LOUGHBOROUGH 

CHEMIST  PRICE  LIST  (Retail  and  Wholesale)  Increases  applicable  to  goods  despatched  on  or  after  2  January  1978 


PRODUCT 

Prod. 

Rec'md/ 

MBU 

Points 

Rec'md/ 

Retailers 

W/salers 

VAT 

Code 

Fixed 

Doz. 

Value 

Fixed 

disc 

disc 

Rate 

No. 

Retail 

per 

Trade 

price 

price 

% 

Price 

MBU 

Price 

per  doz. 

per  doz. 

each 

per  Doz. 

ex  VAT 

ex  VAT 

inc.  VAT 

ex  VAT 

ETHICAL  PRODUCTS 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

*Acnil 

25gm 

3230 

1.09 

3/12 

3 

8.07 

7.46 

7.06 

8% 

'Aluphos  Gel 

150ml 

3140 

0.83V2 

3/12 

2 

6.20 

5.73 

5.43 

8% 

• 

21tr 

3160 

D.P. 

1/12 

8 

62.01 

57.36 

54.26 

8% 

"Auralgicin 

PI 

12.5ml 

0120 

D.P. 

3/12 

4 

11.08 

10.25 

9.69 

8% 

*Cardophylin  Tablets 

0.1g 

100 

2730 

1.96% 

3/12 

3 

14.55 

13.46 

12.73 

8% 

*Cardophylin  Suppositories 

0.36g 

10 

3010 

1 .30  V2 

3/12 

4 

9.68 

8.95 

8.47 

8% 

50 

3020 

D.P. 

1/12 

7 

47.22 

43.68 

41.32 

8% 

*Dimyril  Cough  Linctus 

PI  S4B 

150ml 

6770 

2.24 

6/12 

12 

16.58 

15.34 

14.51 

8% 

"Dimyril  Capsules 

PI  S4B 

20 

6710 

1.52 

6/12 

8 

11.26 

10.42 

9.85 

8% 

*Framygen  Cream 

TSR 

15g 

6560 

1.88% 

3/12 

7 

13.96 

12.91 

12.22 

8% 

'Framygen  Eye  Ointment 

TSR 

3.5g 

6410 

0.69% 

3/12 

3 

5.15 

4.76 

4.51 

8% 

*Framygen  Eye/Ear  Drops 

TSR 

5ml 

6450 

1.45% 

3/12 

6 

10.76 

9.95 

9.41 

8% 

*Framycort  Eye  Ointment 

TSR 

3.5g 

6010 

1.33 

3/12 

5 

9.85 

9.11 

8.62 

8% 

*Framycort  Eye/Ear  Drops 

TSR 

5ml 

5710 

2.52% 

3/12 

9 

18.71 

17.31 

16.37 

8% 

Genisol 

58ml 

3310 

0.72% 

3/12 

3 

5.38 

4.98 

4.71 

8% 

250ml 

3340 

2.52 

3/12 

11 

18.65 

17.25 

16.32 

8% 

600ml 

3360 

5.35 

1  /12 

a 
o 

"36  fi7 

o  /o 

*Hyalase  Ampoules 

TSR 

5 

0910 

4.97% 

1/12 

7 

36.87 

34.10 

32.26 

8% 

20 

0920 

17.06 

1/12 

22 

126.36 

116.88 

110.56 

8% 

100 

0940 

D.P. 

1/12 

78 

439.08 

406.15 

384.20 

8% 

"Imferon  Ampoules 

2ml 

10 

2810 

7.20 

1/12 

12 

53.33 

49.33 

46.66 

8% 

100 

2820 

57.57 

1/12 

95 

426.46 

394.48 

373.15 

8% 

'Imferon  Ampoules 

5ml 

5 

2910 

7.20 

1/12 

12 

53.33 

49.33 

46.66 

8% 

50 

2920 

57.57 

1/12 

95 

426.46 

394.48 

373.15 

8% 

*lmferon  Ampoules  TDI 

20ml 

5 

2930 

23.99 

1/12 

39 

177.69 

164.36 

155.48 

8% 

"Imferon  D  5ml  +  Syringe 

5 

2870 

10.00 

1/12 

16 

74.04 

68.49 

64.78 

8% 

*lmferon  D  2ml  +  Syringe 

10 

2960 

10.71% 

1/12 

18 

79.38 

73.43 

69.46 

8% 

'Products  marked  thus  are  subject  to  fixed  Retail  and  Trade  Prices. 
N.B.  CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAYS. 

FISONS  LTD.  PHARMACEUTICAL  DIVISION  DERBY  RD.,  LOUGHBOROUGH  WILL  BE  CLOSED  FROM  MID-DAY  23rd  DEC.  77  AND  WILL 
RE-OPEN  ON  MONDAY  2nd  January  1978. 
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Natural  Astringent  Witch  Hazel  Shampoo 

SOLVES  GREASY  HAIR  PROBLEMS 


...helps  prevent  forehead  pimples! 

The  Unique  Hazal  Hair  formula  controls  excess  scalp  oil  flow 
nd  contains  a  special  anti-bacterial  to  help  keep  forehead  clear. 

■  NATIONAL  YOUNG  FEMALE  ADVERTISING 


Hazel 
Hair 


•WITCH  HAZEL 
SHAMPOO 


Distributed  by 
FARILLON  Ltd. 
Dagenham,  Essex 


Classified 
Advertisements 

Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA 

Telephone  01-353  3212 


Display/Semi  Display  £5.00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  Page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  Page  £200  (125mm  x  178mm). 

Quarter  Page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £1.00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5.00. 


Appointments 


Advertisement 
Sales  Executive 


Do  you 

sell  generics,  ethicals,  OTC's  or  cosmetics? 
Are  you 

interested  in  marketing  techniques? 
Have  you 

a  knowledge  of  the  varied  professional  and  com- 
mercial aspects  of  the  pharmaceutical  industry? 

Could  you 

meet  the  challenge  of  being  an  Advertisement 
Sales  Executive? 

We  are  looking  for  an  advertising  representative  to 
manage  and  develop  an  existing  connection  in 
London  and  the  Home  Counties.  It  should  appeal 
to  those  seeking  to  use  their  knowledge  of  mar- 
keting and  sales  techniques  in  the  pharmaceutical 
and  allied  industries. 

Whilst  the  task  will  be  demanding,  requiring  self- 
motivation,  the  salary  will  be  fully  commensurate 
with  age  and  experience,  with  car,  contributory 
pension  scheme  and  attractive  terms  of  employ- 
ment. 

Write,  giving  relevant  personal  data  and  details  of 
career  progression,  to: 

Arthur  Wright,  Director,  Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square,  LONDON  EC4A  3JA 


For  Sale 


SINGLE  EDGE  BLADES  (E.R.  TYPE). 

Packs  of  100  £4.50  inc.  V.A.T.  Post 
free.  Free  sample  on  request.  Cheque 
with  order.  Gordon  Chemists,  2b  Crick- 
lewood  Lane,  London,  NW2  1EX. 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

Situations  Vacant? 
Hospital  Appointments? 
Trade  Services? 
Business  Opportunities? 
Wanted? 
For  Sale? 

A  classified  advertisement  in  Chemist  &  Druggist  gets 
results. 

Put  it  to  the  test  by  posting  us  your  next  ad.  or  by 
telephoning  us  on:  01-353  3212. 


Wanted 


WANTED  URGENTLY.  Old  Mahogany 
chemist  shop  fittings.  We  remove  and 
pay  cash.  John  Derham  Ltd.,  Earsham 
Hall,  Earsham,  Bungay,  Suffolk  NR35 
2AN.  Tel  Bungay  3423 

PHARMACEUTICAL  ANTIQUES. 

Drug  runs,  shop  interiors,  bottles,  etc., 
urgently  wanted.  Kindly  contact  Robin 
Wheeler  Antiques,  Parklands.  Park 
Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey.  Telephone: 
Ashtead  72319. 


A.  &  H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 

trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 

lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 

EC1V  OBA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 

Telegrams:  "SalvaM",  London, 

E.C.1. 


Shopfitting 


SUPER  SHELVING  SYSTEM  WILL 
INCREASE  YOUR  TOILETRY  SALES 
BY  HUNDREDS  of  pounds.  Send  for 
colour  illustration  or  ask  us  to  call  for 
instant  quote.  Glass  display  counters 
with  lighting,  island  sites  and  show- 
cases. Early  delivery  direct  from  mak- 
ers. THIRSK  SHOPFITTINGS,  741- 
743  Garrett  Lane,  London  SW17  OPD. 
Tel:  01-946  2291. 


Miscellaneous 


CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  HOLI- 
DAY. The  offices  of  Kabivitrum  Ltd.  will 
close  at  5  p.m.  on  December  23rd  and 
re-open  at  9  a.m.  on  January  3rd  1 978. 


QUALITY 
HERBS 
AND  SPICES 

CULINARY  AND  MEDICINAL 

S.A.E.  for  Price  Lists 
Bulk  Orders  Welcomed 

HULME  &  WHITE  LTD. 

1,  Fore  Street,  Torpoint,  Cornwall 
Tel.  813227 


Can  t  find  it? 

If  you  can't  find  a  supplier  or 
manufacturer  then  they  may  be 
listed  in  Chemist  &  Druggist 
Directory.  Published  March  1. 
Order  your  copy  of  the  1978 
edition  now! 

Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London,  EC4A  3JA. 

Price  £15.00  inc.  postage  and 
handling,  Chemist  &  Druggist 
subscribers  only  £12.00  inc. 
postage  and  handling. 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Tottenham  Typesetters  Ltd.,  London  N.1 5.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd.,Whitstable,  Kent.  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD.,  25  New  Street  Square,  Londor 
EC4A  3JA.  Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper  8%/1 1  VsMs. 
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Manufacturing  & 
Distributing  Services 


[pm^MWEAR 


An  exciting  new  range  of  professional 
clothing.  Leaflets  and  details  from: 

NICHOLSON'S 

(Overalls)  Limited 

Georges  Road,  Stockport, 
v  Cheshire. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

We  offer  you  the  following  trading 
facilities 

1 .  Cash  and  carry  showroom  with 
free  parking 

2.  Representatives  calling  in  Lon- 
don and  Home  Counties 

3.  Selected  parcel  service  — 
prices  and  details  on  request 

Write  or  telephone  for  services 
required  to: 

ALANDRA  PRODUCTS  LTD., 

138-139  Shoreditch  High  Street, 
London,  E1  6JE. 

Telephone:  01-739  1201:  01-739  1205 


ANGLIAN 
AEROSOL  &  PACKAGING 
CO.  LTD. 

will,  with  effect  from  4  January, 
trade  under  the  name  of 

ANGLIAN  MANUFACTURING 
CHEMISTS 

This  name  will  more  accurately 
reflect  the  activities  of  the  Com- 
pany which  offers  a  comprehen- 
sive contract  packaging  service 
in  Toilet  and  Medicinal  Prepara- 
tions. Enquiries  please  to: 

Anglian   Manufacturing  Chemist*, 

38/40  Featherstone  Street, 
London  EC1Y  8RN. 

Telephone:  01-253  0571. 

Telegrams:    COLLIGATE,  London 


EC1. 


Telex:  LDN.  267391. 


PLASTIC  PRODUCTS 

BABY  PANTS 
TODDLER  PANTS 
INCONTINENCE  PANTS 
MATTRESS  SHEETS 
COT  SHEETS 

etc.,  etc. 

HENLEYS 
OF  HORNSEY 
LTD. 

London  N8  0DL 

Tel:  01-889  3151/6 


Please  mention 
C  &  D  when  replying 
to  advertisements 


FALCONCRAFT 

PRICE  TICKETS 
CARD  HOLDERS 

SIGNS— INTERIOR 
AND  EXTERIOR 

TICKET  SECTIONS 
SHELF  ENLARGERS 

POSTER  FRAMES 

Send  for  catalogue  to: 

FALCONCRAFT  LTD., 
89/95  HAINAULT  ROAD, 
ROMFORD,  ESSEX 

TEL:  Romford  24621 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1976/77 

Published  within  days  of  the 
chancellor's  budget  speech, 
these  detailed  tables  cover 
all  main  rates  of  income 
tax,  corporation  tax  and 
V.A.T.  and  include  a  sum- 
mary of  the  budget  pro- 
posals. 

Price  900. 


Mr 


Exrtrr 

DATA 


OFFERS  YOU 

comprehensive  information  on  the  complex 
business  of  exporting  to  every  world  market, 
including  countries,  cities,  languages,  currencies, 
banks,  embassies,  commercial  representatives, 
airports,  seaports,  airline  cargo  booking  offices, 
container  and  unit  load  services,  documentation 
and  licensing  details,  import  regulations, 
financing  exports,  trade  marks,  weights,  measures, 
abbreviations,  voltages,  postal  charges, 
money  orders,  cables,  telephones,  climate, 
holidays.  EEC  PREFERENCE  regulations,  ATA, 
BOTB,  CAN,  ECGB,  THE,  VAT  information,  plus 
monthly  up-dating  service, 

700  pages  ZJO  x  143  mm  £15.00 

Benn  Brothers  Limited  1 25  High  Street  ColliersWood 
London  SW1 9  2JN  Tel :  01 -542  8575 


RIDDOBRON 


for  asthma — the  effective  INHALANT  which 
can  be  used  with  confidence;  also  a  complete 
range  of  other  ASTHMA  PRODUCTS. 
RIDDELL  INHALERS  now  available  under 
the  N.H.S.  include  the  Pocket  Riddopag, 
Riddostat,  Dritax,  Riddofan,  Riddocillin, 
Asthmator,  Riddell  Minor  and  Riddohaler. 


RIDDELL  PRODUCTS  LIMITED 

RIDDELL  HOUSE, 
10/14  DUNBRIDGE  STREET. 
LONDON  E2  6JB 
Telephone  01-739  7254/5/6 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  SULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

The  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS,  LEMONINE,  GINGER, 
SARSAPARILLA,  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 
FOR  HERB  BEERS  ON  BONUS  TERMS 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  also 
available  in  bulk 

Detailed  price  list  from 
Dormston  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands,  DY1  2BR.    Tel.  No.  Sedgley  2537 
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WHATS  "IN  STORE" 

FOR  YOU 
IN  1978  FROM  APOCAIRE 
EXCLUSIVE  PROMOTIONS 

See  SANGERS'  Apocaire  Detailer 
for  complete  information 
on  this  months  exciting  promotions. 
Point  of  Sale  Material  as  always  from 
SANGERS  Supplied  FREE  of  CHARGE. 


